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The Economic and Social Council at NWMUN-Seattle 2019 

The NWMUN-Seattle Secretariat strives each year to create an accurate simulation for our delegates. We have 

developed additional ways for delegates to interact within the simulation, including enabling delegates to take 

multiple forms of action on an issue, including but not limited to adopting resolutions. This section aims to provide 

additional, specific information for the Economic and Social Council at NWMUN-Seattle 2019.  

Briefings 

While discussing a topic, delegates in the Economic and Social Council are able to receive briefings from 

representatives of relevant member states or UN subject matter experts. The specific thematic experts available will 

be announced on the NWMUN-Seattle website, as well as the beginning of the conference. 

Mandate 

The mandate of the Economic and Social Council is: 

The Economic and Social Council may make or initiate studies and reports with respect to international economic, 

social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters and may make recommendations with respect to any such 

matters to the General Assembly to the Members of the United Nations, and to the specialized agencies concerned.  

Selected Functions & Powers 

 It may make recommendations aimed at promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms for all. 

 It may prepare draft conventions for submission to the GA. 

 It may call for the convening of international conferences on matters falling within its competence. 

 It may co-ordinate the activities of the specialized agencies through consultation with and 

recommendations to such agencies and through recommendations to the GA and to Member States. 

Outcome Documents 

When taking action, the Economic and Social Council can adopt resolutions; these resolutions are non-binding and 

serve as policy recommendations to Member States, other UN entities, and regional and subregional organizations 

on issues relating to international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and other related matters. 

Rules of Procedure 

The Economic and Social Council will use the standard NWMUN rules of procedure, available on our website. 

Members of the Economic and Social Council at NWMUN-Seattle 2019 

Afghanistan Czech Republic Ireland Rwanda 

Algeria Dem. Rep. of the Congo Italy Serbia 

Antigua & Barbuda Estonia Japan Somalia 

Argentina Finland Kazakhstan South Africa 

Australia France Lebanon Sweden 

Bangladesh Georgia Mauritania Switzerland 

Belgium Germany Nigeria Togo 

Botswana Ghana Pakistan Trinidad and Tobago 

Brazil Greece Panama Uganda 

Burkina Faso Guatemala Peru United Kingdom 

Chile Guyana Portugal United States 

China Honduras Republic of Korea Viet Nam 

Congo India Republic of Moldova Zimbabwe 

 Iraq Russian Federation  
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Committee Overview 

Introduction 

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) was established in the Charter of the United Nations (Charter) (1945) 

as one of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN).1 Broadly speaking, it is responsible for analyzing and 

reporting on international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters, which range from 

general topics like financing for sustainable development to region-specific issues such as advising on Haiti’s long-

term development.2 ECOSOC fulfils its duties by coordinating efforts between Member States, UN bodies, experts, 

and other relevant groups to integrate the three pillars of sustainable development: economic, social, and 

environmental development.3  

Currently, ECOSOC plays a primary role in overseeing the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development (2030 Agenda), which is comprised of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with 169 

targets and 232 associated indicators.4 The purpose of these goals is to provide a framework for poverty reduction, 

environmental protection, and peacekeeping; the associated indicators are metrics used to measure the progress 

made towards the targets and serve as a template for Member States who wish to devise region-specific indicators.5 

ECOSOC is also crucial to the work of the UN because it provides a platform where diverse groups such as non-

governmental organizations (NGO’s) and independent expert bodies can collaborate to achieve sustainable 

development.6 

History 

ECOSOC was originally composed of 18 Member States elected by the General Assembly (GA), but, as UN 

membership increased, the size of the council also grew, first expanding to 27 members in 1963 and then reaching 

its current size of 54 Member States in 1971.7 ECOSOC’s responsibilities increased after resolution 61/16 was 

adopted by the General Assembly, which added the Development Cooperation Forum and ministerial-level 

substantive reviews to ECOSOC’s High-Level Segment.8 Taking place biennially, the Development Cooperation 

Forum has several responsibilities, such as reviewing trends and progress in international development cooperation 

and providing a platform for Member States to share experiences and lessons learned regarding the implementation 

of national development strategies. 

In 2013, with the adoption of resolution 68/1 by the GA, ECOSOC underwent an overhaul of its mandate, which 

affirmed the responsibility of ECOSOC to ensure efficient and effective coordination of activities in the economic, 

social, environmental, and related fields by providing guidance to its subsidiary bodies; reviewing reports from 

expert, intergovernmental, and inter-agency bodies; setting an annual theme to guide its work; integrating youth into 

its deliberations; and focusing on specific barriers to sustainable development faced by small island states, middle-

income countries, and the least developed countries.9 

Structure, Organization & Working Methods  

ECOSOC consists of 54 members elected by the GA for three-year terms.10 To ensure representation of diverse 

perspectives and fruitful discussion of region-specific issues, Member States can be divided into five geographic 

                                                           
1 ECOSOC, About ECOSOC. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/  
2 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. https://nwmun.link/2uSCN9r  

ECOSOC, Financing for Sustainable Development. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/spring-meeting-of-ecosoc  

ECOSOC, ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-ad-hoc-advisory-group-haiti  
3 ECOSOC, ECOSOC About Us. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us  
4 UNGA, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2015. https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3  
5 ECOSOC, Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators, 2016. http://undocs.org/E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1  
6 ECOSOC, Promoting Sustainable Development. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promotion-du-d%C3%A9veloppement-durable  
7 UNGA, Enlargement of ECOSOC (A/RES/2847/(XXVI)), 1971. http://undocs.org/A/RES/2847(XXVI) 

UNGA, Question of equitable representation on the SC & ECOSOC (A/RES/1991(XVIII)), 1963. http://undocs.org/A/RES/1991(XVIII)  
8 UNGA, Strengthening of ECOSOC (A/RES/61/16), 2007. http://undocs.org/A/RES/61/16  
9 UNGA, Review of the implementation of GA resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of ECOSOC (A/RES/68/1), 2013. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1  
10 ECOSOC, ECOSOC Members. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/members.shtml  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/
https://nwmun.link/2uSCN9r
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/spring-meeting-of-ecosoc
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-ad-hoc-advisory-group-haiti
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us
https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3
http://undocs.org/E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promotion-du-d%C3%A9veloppement-durable
http://undocs.org/A/RES/2847(XXVI)
http://undocs.org/A/RES/1991(XVIII)
http://undocs.org/A/RES/61/16
http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/members.shtml
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divisions: 13 members from Western European and North American States, 6 from Eastern European States, 10 

from Latin American & Caribbean States, 11 from Asian and Pacific States, and 14 from African & Arab States.11 

Each Member State has one representative and one vote in the Council, with all decisions being made by a simple 

majority of present Member States.12 

Composition and Membership of the Economic and Social Council 

Region Seats 2019 Membership 

Africa 14 

  
Angola 

 
Benin 

 
Cameroon 

 
Chad 

 
Egypt 

 
Eswatini 

 Ethiopia 
 

Ghana 
 

Kenya 

 
Malawi 

 
Mali 

 
Morocco 

 
Sudan 

 
Togo   

Asia-Pacific 11 

 Cambodia 
 

China 
 

India 

 Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 

Japan 
 

Pakistan 

 
Philippines 

 
Republic of Korea 

 
Saudi Arabia 

 
Turkmenistan 

 
Yemen   

Eastern 

Europe 
6 

 Armenia 
 

Azerbaijan 
 

Belarus 

 
Romania 

 
Russian Federation 

 
Ukraine 

Latin America 

and Caribbean 
10 

 
Brazil 

 
Colombia 

 
Ecuador 

 
El Salvador  Jamaica 

 
Mexico 

 Paraguay 
 

Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines  
Uruguay 

 
Venezuela (Bolivarian 

Republic of) 
    

Western 

Europe and 

Others 

13 

 
Andorra 

 
Canada 

 
Denmark 

 
France 

 
Germany 

 
Ireland 

 Luxembourg 
 

Malta 
 

Netherlands 

 
Norway 

 
Turkey 

 
United Kingdom 

 
United States     

                                                           
11 Ibid.  
12 ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 22. http://undocs.org/e/5715/rev.2  

http://undocs.org/e/5715/rev.2
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During the first annual session, which takes place in July, five members are elected to the Bureau, which is 

composed of a president and four vice-presidents, one from each regional group.13 The roles of the Bureau are to 

propose the agenda, draw up a programme of work, and liaise with the UN Secretariat to organize the session.14 The 

annual agenda is also adopted at this session.15 Additionally, multiple substantive sessions are held annually, divided 

into five segments.16  

The Operational Activities for Development Segment focuses on the implementation of policies, and improvement 

of strategies by offering guidance on the spending of funds.17 The High-Level Segment is held at the end of July 

every year and is an opportunity for representatives from governments, academia, civil societies, and the private 

sector to discuss the implementation of development goals like the 2030 Agenda (2015).18 The Humanitarian Affairs 

Segment discusses issues related to strengthening coordination of responses to humanitarian crises by fostering 

dialogue between Member States, humanitarian partners, the private sector, and affected communities.19 The 

Integration Segment ensures the support of an integrated and balanced approach to achieving sustainable 

development and poverty eradication through policy review.20 The Coordination and Management Meetings reviews 

reports from subsidiary and expert bodies and coordinates integrated responses to address them.21  

In addition to these sessions, ECOSOC also hosts forums, including the Development Cooperation Forum (DCF), 

the Youth Forum, the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), and the Forum on Financing for Development (FfD). The 

DCF is an opportunity for Member States and stakeholders to discuss global policy on development cooperation, 

focusing on global priorities, and trends and progress in international development.22 The Youth Forum gives youth 

the opportunity to discuss policies related to fostering sustainable development with other youth delegates and 

representatives from governments and other stakeholders.23 The High-Level Political Forum is the main platform on 

sustainable development and its role is to review and follow up on select goals from the 2030 Agenda (2015).24 The 

Forum on Financing for Development evaluates means of financing for development outcomes.25 

ECOSOC submits a report to the GA annually, summarizing their progress.26 This report includes a list of the 

documents published by ECOSOC over the past year, preceded by a collection of clauses written by the GA in 

response to matters that required action or attention from them.27 The most recent 2018 report addresses issues such 

as sustainable development, the advancement of women, and criminal justice.28 Additionally, ECOSOC also 

publishes reports from its subsidiary bodies.29 Recent notable reports focus on gender equality, technologies for 

sustainable development, and the link between urbanization and human rights.30  

Mandate, Powers & Function 

ECOSOC was originally established with the power to make or initiate studies and reports with respect to 

international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters.31 It has the ability to make 

                                                           
13 ECOSOC, Bureau. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/bureau  
14 Ibid.  
15 ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 8. http://undocs.org/e/5715/rev.2  
16 UNGA, […] Strengthening of ECOSOC (A/RES/68/1), 2013. http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1  
17 ECOSOC, 2018 Operational Activities for Development Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/4430798 
18 ECOSOC, ECOSOC High-level Segment: “From global to local: supporting sustainable and resilient societies in urban and rural 

communities”, 2018. https://nwmun.link/2LUyghf  
19 ECOSOC, ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/humanitarian-affairs-segment 
20 ECOSOC, ECOSOC 2018 Integration Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/3613435 
21 ECOSOC, 2018 Coordination and Management Meetings. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/5143421  
22 ECOSOC, About the Development Cooperation Forum. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-the-dcf  
23 ECOSOC, The role of youth in building sustainable and resilient urban and rural communities- #YOUTH2030. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/2641005  
24 UN DESA, High-Level Political Forum. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf  
25 UN DESA, ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development follow-up (FfD Forum). http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffdforum/ 
26 ECOSOC, Reports of ECOSOC to the General Assembly. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/reports-ecosoc-general-assembly  
27 Ibid. 
28 UNGA, Report of ECOSOC on its 2018 session, 2018. https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/73/3  
29 ECOSOC, Reports. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents/reports  
30 ECOSOC, WESS 2018: Frontier technologies for sustainable development, 2018. http://undocs.org/E/2018/50 

ECOSOC, Economic, social and cultural rights: Report of UNHCR, 2018. http://undocs.org/E/2018/57  
31 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. https://nwmun.link/2uSCN9r  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/bureau
http://undocs.org/e/5715/rev.2
http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/4430798
https://nwmun.link/2LUyghf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/humanitarian-affairs-segment
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/3613435
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/5143421
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-the-dcf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/2641005
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffdforum/
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/reports-ecosoc-general-assembly
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/73/3
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents/reports
http://undocs.org/E/2018/50
http://undocs.org/E/2018/57
https://nwmun.link/2uSCN9r
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recommendations on these matters to the GA and to relevant specialized agencies.32 Other actions the committee 

may take include calling international conferences, drafting conventions for submission to the GA, and entering into 

agreements with specialized agencies.33 ECOSOC can also adopt resolutions, decisions, ministerial reports, and 

agendas as outcomes, none of which are legally binding.34 Overall, ECOSOC serves as a leadership forum for policy 

dialogue and recommendations, the lead intergovernmental organization to address new and emerging issues; and a 

body that holds the international community accountable to universal commitments and their implementation. 35 

Multiple subsidiary bodies exist under ECOSOC.36 These include eight Functional Commissions, five Regional 

Commissions, three Standing Committees, and nine expert bodies.37 An example of a Functional Commission is the 

Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), which was established by ECOSOC in 1946 for the purposes of 

reporting and making recommendations on women’s rights in political, social, economic, and educational fields.38 

Standing committees, such as the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), serve as points of 

contact between ECOSOC and outside groups, including NGOs.39 Expert bodies, like the Committee on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights, are established by ECOSOC to monitor and report on assigned issues.40 

Currently, 5,161 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have active consultative status with ECOSOC.41 The 

scope of the organizations ranges from regional to international and includes major ones like Médecins sans 

frontiers (Doctors without Borders), and Oxfam International.42 NGOs are granted consultative status based on their 

ability to provide expert information and advice to ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies.43 In return, NGOs are able to 

sit in on meetings, request the inclusion of items in the provisional agenda, and have the council circulate written 

statements.44 

Recent Work of the Committee 

The theme for 2019 is “Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality.”45 

Substantive Sessions 

 High-Level Segment (16-19 July 2019): In 2018, two sessions took place: one on trends in the global 

economy and sustainable development, and another on leveraging technologies for the SDGs.46 The former 

highlighted the global trend towards crowded urbanization and emphasized the importance of tackling the 

resulting challenges faced by rural communities.47 The latter analyzed the possibilities that new 

technologies such as artificial intelligence while recognizing the issues and challenges that they bring.48 

                                                           
32 Ibid. 
33 Ibid. 
34 ECOSOC, Documents. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents 

UN DPI Outreach Division, How Decisions are Made at the UN. https://outreach.un.org/mun/content/how-decisions-are-made-un  
35 ECOSOC, The New ECOSOC – Overview of functions and working methods. 

https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf14/the_new_ecosoc_31_march_2014.pdf  
36 ECOSOC, Subsidiary Bodies of ECOSOC. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/subsidiary-bodies-ecosoc 
37 Ibid. 
38 UN Women, Commission on the Status of Women. http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw 
39 UN DESA, The Committee on NGOs. http://csonet.org/?menu=105  
40 OHCHR, Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. https://ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cescr/pages/cescrindex.aspx  
41 UN DESA, Basic Facts about ECOSOC Status. http://csonet.org/index.php?menu=100  
42 ECOSOC, List of NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC, 2018. http://csonet.org/content/documents/E.2018.inf.5.pdf  
43 ECOSOC, Consultative relationship between the UN & NGOs (E/RES/1996/31), 1996. http://undocs.org/E/1996/96 
44 Ibid. 
45 ECOSOC, Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality: Report, 2019. https://undocs.org/E/2019/65  
46 ECOSOC, High-level segment: “From global to local: supporting sustainable and resilient societies in urban and rural communities,” 

2018. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/ecosoc-high-level-segment-global-local-supporting-sustainable-and-resilient-

societies 
47 ECOSOC, High-level Policy Dialogue: “Where are we heading? Visions and projections for the future of the SDGs”, 2018. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2018doc/2018-july-summary-hlpd.pdf  
48 ECOSOC, Thematic Discussion: “Leveraging new technologies for the SDGs”, 2018. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2018doc/2018-july-summary-ecosoc-thematic-

discussion.pdf  

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents
https://outreach.un.org/mun/content/how-decisions-are-made-un
https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf14/the_new_ecosoc_31_march_2014.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/subsidiary-bodies-ecosoc
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
http://csonet.org/?menu=105
https://ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cescr/pages/cescrindex.aspx
http://csonet.org/index.php?menu=100
http://csonet.org/content/documents/E.2018.inf.5.pdf
http://undocs.org/E/1996/96
https://undocs.org/E/2019/65
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/ecosoc-high-level-segment-global-local-supporting-sustainable-and-resilient-societies
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/ecosoc-high-level-segment-global-local-supporting-sustainable-and-resilient-societies
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2018doc/2018-july-summary-hlpd.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2018doc/2018-july-summary-ecosoc-thematic-discussion.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2018doc/2018-july-summary-ecosoc-thematic-discussion.pdf
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 Humanitarian Affairs Segment (24-26 June 2019): This year’s theme was “Promoting action to save 

lives, reach those in need and reduce humanitarian risk, vulnerability and need: looking towards the 

seventieth anniversary of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the climate summit called for by 

the Secretary-General”.49 The meeting consisted of a General Debate, panels, and side-events that covered 

topics from the collaboration among various stakeholders in Africa to trends in the impacts of climate 

change and weather-related disasters.50 Last year’s resolution sought to improve the efficiency of existing 

humanitarian capacities, implement frameworks for disaster reduction, and reduce vulnerabilities caused by 

climate change.51 

 Integration Segment (8 July 2019): Held for one day in 2019, the Integration Segment contributed to the 

overall review of HLPF by bringing together key lessons learned from the main theme of ECOSOC.52 This 

year’s meeting examined the interlinkages among the SDGs through the lens of the people, planet, 

prosperity, peace and partnerships, emphasizing on the importance of managing potential trade-offs and 

synergies.53 

 Management Segment (6-7 June and 23-24 July 2019): Formerly the Coordination and Management 

Meetings, resolution 72/305 specifies that “the meetings of the management segment will, in principle, last 

no more than two days, twice per cycle.”54 The first meeting assessed progress made within the UN 

towards gender equality in terms of having representative leadership, building inclusive workspaces, and 

ensuring accountability.55 The second meeting addressed topics such as leveraging science and technology 

for development and criminal justice.56 

 Operational Activities for Development Segment (21-23 May 2019): During this year’s meeting, the 

focus was on examining the response to the 2016 GA resolution on the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy 

Review and the 2018 GA resolution on repositioning the UN development system.57 The overarching 

theme of the Secretary-General’s report on this meeting is that it is a shared responsibility among all 

Member States to advance in our efforts for a renewed system rooted in transparency and accountability.58 

Specific deliverables include mobilizing of voluntary resources such as the 1 per cent levy, deploying 

human rights advisers, and achieving gender parity across levels, system-wide.59 

Forums 

 High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (9-18 July 2019): This year, they reviewed 

Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for 

all; Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment 

and decent work for all; Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries; Goal 13: Take urgent 

action to combat climate change and its impacts; Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 

sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 

                                                           
49 UN OCHR, ECOSOC 2019. https://www.unocha.org/ecosoc-2019  
50 Ibid 
51 ECOSOC, Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the UN (E/RES/2018/11), 2018. 

https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2018/11 
52 ECOSOC, 2019 Integration Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/2019-integration-segment-empowering-people-and-

ensuring-inclusiveness-and-equality  
53 ECOSOC, Note on the ECOSOC Integration Segment, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2019doc/2019-ecosoc-integration-segment-note.pdf  
54 ECOSOC, Management Segment, 2019. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/2019managementmeetings 
55 ECOSOC, Management Segment: Highlights from the reports of ECOSOC Subsidiary Bodies, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2019doc/ECOSOC Highlights_Subsidiary bodies_Rev3June 

(002).pdf  
56 ECOSOC, Management Segment: Draft Programme and Documentation, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/cmm/2019-july-mm-programme.pdf  
57 ECOSOC, 2019 Operational Activities for Development Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/2019-operational-activities-

development-segment  
58 UNGA, Implementation of General Assembly resolution 71/243 on the quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational 

activities for development of the UN system: Report of the Secretary-General, 2019. https://undocs.org/A/74/73 
59 Ibid. 
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institutions at all levels; and Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global 

partnership for sustainable development.60 Reviews focus on measuring progress, assessing the current 

situation, and planning for the future.61 

 Development Cooperation Forum (20-21 May 2020): Operating in two-year cycles, DCF’s last 

discussion in 2018 centered on the theme of “The strategic role of development cooperation in achieving 

the 2030 Agenda (2015): building sustainable and resilient societies.”62 It was agreed upon that, in order to 

adhere to the deadlines and expectations outlined in the 2030 Agenda (2015), development cooperation 

needs to be more targeted at country-specific needs and inclusive to combat challenges of inequality, 

conflict, climate change, and political trends.63 

 Forum on Financing for Development (15-18 April 2019): The forum reviewed the Addis Ababa Action 

Agenda (Addis Ababa Agenda), which establishes a foundation for implementing the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, and identified obstacles and challenges to the implementation of financing for 

development outcomes.64 The Addis Ababa Agenda is a global framework for financing sustainable 

development and is composed of over a hundred concrete policy actions that draw from sources of finance 

such as technology, trade, and debt to support the achievement of the 2030 Agenda (2015). 65  

 Youth Forum (8-9 April 2019): This year’s meeting focused on five Sustainable Development Goals from 

the 2030 Agenda (2015): quality education (SGD 4), decent work and economic growth (SDG 8), reduced 

inequalities (SDG 10), climate change (SDG 13), and peace, justice and strong institutions (SDG 16).66 

Youth also addressed the importance of quality education, as well as having youth participation and 

representation in policymaking and processes that affect them.67 

Resolutions 

Recent resolutions adopted by ECOSOC vary in scope and topic. This wide range in both scope and topic are seen in 

resolution 2017/10, which specifically talks about providing assistance to Palestinian women; and resolution 2017/7, 

which outlines the need for universal indicators to evaluate progress made towards the 2030 Agenda (2015).68 A 

defining resolution adopted by ECOSOC in 2017 includes resolution 2017/22, which called for increased focus on 

community-based and gender-responsive approaches to promote and foster science, technology and innovation in 

achieving the 2030 Agenda (2015).69 Other recently addressed topics include promoting the rights of people with 

disabilities, prevention and control of non-communicable diseases, and drug control policy.70 

  

                                                           
60 UN DESA, High-Level Political Forum 2019. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2019  
61 Ibid.  
62 ECOSOC, 6th Biennial High-level Meeting of the DCF. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/996604  
63 ECOSOC, Report of the Economic and Social Council forum on financing for development follow-up, 2019. 

https://undocs.org/E/FFDF/2019/3  
64 UN DESA, ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development follow-up (FfD Forum). http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffdforum/  
65 FfD, Addis Ababa Action Agenda, 2015. https://nwmun.link/2Lr82T1  
66 ECOSOC Youth Forum, Youth: Empowered, Included and Equal, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2019doc/yf2019-summary.pdf 
67 Ibid.  
68 ECOSOC, Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women, 2017. http://undocs.org/E/RES/2017/10 

ECOSOC, Work of the Statistical Commission pertaining to the 2030 Agenda, 2017. http://undocs.org/E/RES/2017/7 
69 ECOSOC, Science, Technology and Innovation for Development, 2017. http://undocs.org/E/RES/2017/22  
70 ECOSOC, UN IATF on the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases, 2017. http://undocs.org/E/RES/2017/8 

ECOSOC, Promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and strengthening the mainstreaming of disability in the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda, 2017. http://undocs.org/E/RES/2017/12 
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I. Science and Technology for Development 

“It is clear that science and technology are central to promoting progress – from climate change to 

public health; from food security to sanitation; from good governance to disaster preparedness. Too 

often policymakers are not aware of the solutions that modern science and technology can bring to 

today's challenges. And too much of the world remains cut off from scientific advances. Now is the 

time to harness the power of science for the greater good everywhere.” 

 – Ban Ki-moon, former Secretary-General of the United Nations71 

Introduction 

In 2015 the United Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 

Agenda (2015), which set seventeen goals to tackle a wide range social, economic, and environmental challenges.72 

Science and technology breakthroughs and advancements offer solutions which are sustainable, cheaper, scalable, 

and simple to use.73 Information and communication technology developments have transformed low-income 

economies through increased access to financial and consumer markets.74 Additionally, advances in solar technology 

have dropped the cost of photovoltaic energy cells from $250/MWh in 2010 to 50/MWh in 2016, making solar 

energy more accessible and viable for large scale use.75  

While science and technological developments can drive social, economic, and environmental changes which 

improve overall happiness and prosperity for all, they risk outpacing policy and societal acceptance which can create 

fear and resentment in communities and delay adaptation.76 On average, technological platforms turnover in as short 

as 5-7 years, which is typically half as long it takes for the social adaptation and regulatory measures.77 While this 

may not always be the case, science and development must work hand in hand with policymaking and 

socioeconomic changes to ensure the best results can be achieved.78 As the primary platform for a variety of 

stakeholders to discuss economic, social, and environmental developments, the UN Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC) is able to encourage meaningful and productive dialogue on science and technology for development.79  

                                                           
71 UN, Secretary-General’s public lecture at Tallinn University, 2013. https://nwmun.link/2HdIF35  
72 UNGA, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2015. https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3  
73 UNCTAD, Technology and Innovation Report 2018, 2018. https://nwmun.link/2P33OU7  
74 Ibid.  
75 UNCTAD, The Role of Science, Technology and Innovation in Promoting Renewable Energy by 2030, 2019. 

https://nwmun.link/2KHb8R5  
76 UNCTAD, Technology and Innovation Report 2018, 2018. https://nwmun.link/2P33OU7  
77 Ibid. 
78 Ibid. 
79 ECOSOC, About ECOSOC. https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://nwmun.link/2HdIF35
https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3
https://nwmun.link/2P33OU7
https://nwmun.link/2KHb8R5
https://nwmun.link/2P33OU7
https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/


 

14 

International Framework 

In 2015, the UN General Assembly adopted the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference 

on Financing for Development (AAAA) (2015), which built a framework for financing sustainable development 

initiatives.80 To achieve the eradication of poverty, science, technology, and innovation must work hand in hand 

with national and international policies and regulatory frameworks.81 These policies are best accomplished through 

increasing the strength of public and private partnerships, regulatory frameworks, and finances at all levels.82 Least 

developed, landlocked, and small island countries all face unique challenges which must be taken into account when 

developing comprehensive development policies.83  

Due to the rapid speed at which science and 

technology are changing society and economies, 

it is important for domestic policies to be 

favorable towards science and technology for 

development, and for information and 

technology sharing to take place between 

countries.84 Digital divides exist, excluding 

many from their benefits.85 Political, financial 

cooperation and information exchanges in the 

Global South facilitated by the UN Office on 

South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) were 

highlighted in the Report of the High-level 

Committee on South-South Cooperation. The 

UNOSSC also helped launch the Technology 

Facilitation Mechanism (TFM), which is a 

coordinated online multi-stakeholder platform 

on science, technology, and innovation in 

support of the 2030 Agenda (2015).86 

Advances in information and communications 

technologies have helped societies become more 

inclusive and supportive of diverse viewpoints.87 

However, according to the outcome of the high-

level meeting of the General Assembly on the 

overall review of the implementation of the 

outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society, a digital divide still exists between developing and 

developed countries.88 To bridge this gap, a multidimensional and quality approach must be taken to understand 

access entails.89 

Lastly, in 2019, the UN Conference on Trade and Development published Harnessing Innovation for Sustainable 

Development.90 This document focus on building a framework for developing countries, highlighting the importance 

of technological capabilities through focused national efforts.91 This document calls for the creation of Science, 

Technology, and Innovation Policy (STIP) review programmes, which provide specific guidance based on current 

                                                           
80 FfD, Addis Ababa Action Agenda, 2015. https://nwmun.link/2Lr82T1  
81 Ibid.  
82 Ibid. 
83 Ibid. 
84 Ibid. 
85 UN, The Age of Digital Interdependence, 2019. https://nwmun.link/2P2n7g3  
86 UNGA, Report of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation, 2016. https://undocs.org/A/71/39 

UNEP, Technology Facilitation Mechanism. https://nwmun.link/2lj3sdo  
87 UNGA, Outcome document of the high-level meeting of the GA on the […] review of WSIS, 2016. https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/70/125 
88 Ibid. 
89 Ibid. 
90 UNCTAD, Harnessing Innovation for Sustainable Development, 2019. https://nwmun.link/2KGckUB  
91 Ibid. 
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STI policies, unique to each individual country.92 STIPs are designed to explore effective and responsible 

alternatives for STI and STI policies within a country’s development goals.93 At the end of the review process, 

concrete recommendations are made to build existing and new capacities.94 

Sustainable development goals (SDGs) 

One of the more recent underlying frameworks addressing sustainable development with regards to science and 

technology is the 2030 Agenda (2015) and its sustainable development goals (SDGs).  

GOAL TARGET 

 

1.4. Ensure everyone has equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic services, 

ownership and control over land and property, inheritance, natural resources, and new technology and 
financial services. 

 

7.1. Universal access to affordable, reliable, and modern energy services. 

7.3. Double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency. 

7.A. Enhance international cooperation to improve access to clean energy research and technology. 

7.B. Expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for supplying modern and sustainable energy 

services in developing countries. 

 

8.2. Achieve higher levels of economic productive through diversification and technological upgrading 

and innovation 

 

9.1. Develop affordable and equitable infrastructure to support economic development, which is quality, 

reliable, and resilient. 

9.4. Upgrade and retrofit industries to make them sustainable. 

9.5. Encourage innovation and increasing the number of research and development workers to enhance 

scientific research and upgrade technological capabilities in the industrial sector. 

9.A. Facilitate technological and financial support for developing sustainable and resilient infrastructure 

in Africa. 

9.B. Utilize domestic technology development, research, and innovation to help developing countries 

achieve industrial diversification. 

9.C. Increase access to information and communications technology. 

 

10.1. Sustain income growth of the bottom 40 per cent of the population at a rate higher than the 

national average. 

10.B. Encourage development assistance and financial flow to States where the need is the greatest. 

10.C. Reduce the transaction costs of remittances to below 3% and eliminate remittance corridors 

greater than 5%. 

 

13.1. Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to natural disasters. 

13.B. Promote mechanisms for effective climate change related planning and management in Least 

Developed Countries (LDCs). 
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17.6. Enhance regional cooperation and access to science, technology, and innovation. 

17.7. Promote the development, transfer, dissemination, and diffusion of environmentally sound 

technologies to least developed countries. 

17.8. Enhance the use of information and communications technologies to improve the science, 

technology, and innovation capacity-building mechanism for least developed countries. 

Role of ECOSOC and the International System 

ECOSOC is the primary organ of the UN responsible for providing a multi-stakeholder platform for consideration, 

coordination, and implementation of economic, social, and environmental issues.95 In addition to Member States, 

ECOSOC engages with policymakers, academics, non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, and 

members of the private sector.96 As such, ECOSOC is able to both encourage dialogue and the implementation of 

recommendations on science and technology for development.97 ECOSOC acknowledges the importance of this 

topic through, since 2009, the annual passing of a resolution recognizing the contributions of science and technology 

towards empowering social and economic development.98  

ECOSOC also supervises the UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD), largely 

considered to be the “torch-bearer for science, technology, and innovation for development.”99 CSTD is responsible 

for planning and sharing key lessons in how science and technology can be used to enable the implementation of the 

2030 Agenda (2015).100 At its 22nd annual meeting, CSTD considered “the impact of rapid technological change on 

sustainable development” and “the role science, technology, and innovation in building resilient communities, 

including through the contribution of citizen science.”101 At its conclusion, CSTD passed two draft resolutions for 

consideration by ECOSOC.102 One of which acknowledges the importance of information and technology sharing 

networks, awareness for multi-stakeholder partnerships, and to better integrate gender perspectives into policy 

reviews.103 

In addition to advising ECOSOC, CSTD also advices the UN Conference on Trade and Development, which reports 

to both the UN General Assembly and ECOSOC.104 UNCTAD supports developing countries by enabling them to 

tap into the globalized economy through national, regional, and international partnerships and initiatives.105 

UNCTAD contributes to science and technology for development through supporting STI integration, capacity-

building, and information sharing.106 UNCTAD is also responsible for overseeing STIPs at the request of national 

governments.107 STIPs help governments assess how STIs can be utilized in various sectors to improve efficiency 

while also fostering an environment conducive to further innovations in accordance with the 2030 Agenda (2015).108 

Outside of the UN system, a number of civil society organizations (CSOs) work on science and technology for 

development.109 The International Science Council (ISC), the result of a merger between the International Council 

for Science and the International Social Science Council, aims to “advance science as a global public good.”110 It 

accomplishes this through the promotion of research and scientific advancement and the integration of science into 

                                                           
95 ECOSOC, About ECOSOC. https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/ 
96 Ibid. 
97 Ibid. 
98 UNCTAD, ECOSOC Resolutions related to Science and Technology for Development. https://nwmun.link/2P1Jna9  
99 ECOSOC, About ECOSOC. https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/ 
100 ECOSOC, Science, technology and innovation for development (E/RES/2018/29), 2018. https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2018/29 
101 ECOSOC Report on the twenty-second session, 2019. https://undocs.org/en/E/2019/31-E/CN.16/2019/1 
102 Ibid. 
103 ECOSOC, Science, technology and innovation for development, 2018 (E/RES/2018/29). https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2018/29 
104 ECOSOC Report on the twenty-second session, 2019. https://undocs.org/en/E/2019/31-E/CN.16/2019/1 
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105 UNCTAD, About UNCTAD. https://unctad.org/en/Pages/aboutus.aspx 
106 UNCTAD, Science, Technology and Innovation for Development. https://nwmun.link/2P0Mxeb  
107 UNCTAD, Science, Technology and Innovation Policy Reviews, 2015. https://nwmun.link/2P0fjeQ  
108 Ibid.  
109 UN, Scientific and Technological Community. https://nwmun.link/2KUpdJE  
110 ISC, About Us. https://council.science/about-us  
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public policy.111 The ISC regularly participates at the UN High-Level Political Forum for Development and is part 

of the UN Scientific and Technological Community Major Group, alongside the World Federation of Engineering 

Organizations (WFEO).112 WFEO represents the engineering profession on the global stage and aims to enhance the 

practice of engineering through information sharing, socioeconomic security, and sustainable development.113 

WFEO also hosts the Global Engineering Congress, which is a demonstration of how engineers tackle the challenges 

presented by the 2030 Agenda (2015).114 

Key Issues 

The role of science and technology in the reduction of inequalities 

Inequality, at its core, is “the state of not being equal, especially in status, rights, and opportunities.”115 The modern 

understanding of inequality has shifted away from an outcome-oriented-view, where income often represents one’s 

well-being, towards an opportunity oriented-view, which considers circumstances such birth.116 This often leads to 

different exposures technology, which is so pervasive that it has become a development indicator in of itself.117 

Increased connectivity and innovation-driven through wide applications of new and developing technologies are key 

contributors to the reduction of inequalities under Goal 1 and Goal 10.118 Target 1.4 specifically calls for equal 

access to economic resources and basic services, in addition to control over property, inheritance, new technology 

and finances, while Target 10.C calls for the reduction in transaction costs of remittances and the elimination of 

remittance corridors greater than 5%.119 

Recent technological advancements have been promoting sustainable subsistence farming under the push for equal 

land ownership.120 The economic health of a family or community has also been a point of focus that was underlined 

by General Assembly resolution 70/298, adopted in 2015.121 Food insecurity is a common aspect of poverty, and to 

rework the agricultural system within all Member States with citizens in poverty will work to “eliminate food 

waste… generate local income, reduce rural-to-urban migration, [and] improve the nutritional status of the 

population.”122 Another example of the role of science and technology can be seen through the work of Engineers 

without Borders (EWB). An EWB chapter at the University of British Columbia (UBC) assisted in the creation of a 

water supply system in Malawi.123 The project was named after the fact that they were working with the water, 

sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) sector, and in Malawi, there were multiple issues related to systemic gaps and 

under-resourcing.124 The work done by international NGOs, such as EWB, is pivotal in the continued support of 

international development. 

Technological advances in digital financial services, such as mobile wallets, have extended the reach and 

accessibility of financial services to include low-income families in rural areas.125 In Nepal, 1.6 million farmers are 

currently employed in the farming sector, with dairy representing 31% of the agricultural gross domestic product 

(GDP).126 The UN Capital Development Fund programme Mobile Money for the Poor (MM4P) worked with Prabhu 

Management to digitize payments in the dairy value chain, through a mobile wallet and a cloud-based milk ledger.127 

These developments have been used enable nearly instant access to funds and when used in conjunction with a 

credit algorithm to easily, and accessibly grant short-term loans to farmers.128 
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For millions of low-income families, remittances represent an essential source of income, moving around $600 

billion around the world in 2015.129 The World Bank, in collaboration with the Global System for Mobile 

Communications Association (GSMA), concluded that using mobile money is, on average, 50% cheaper than typical 

financial providers.130 Currently, the average fees of sending $200 through traditional means is greater than 5%, 

while mobile money has an average fee of 2.7% across the same corridors.131 Mobile money takes advantage of the 

growing and easily accessible mobile market to enable the inclusion of unbanked and underbanked people to 

financial services.132 Mobile money allows for the secure and convenient transfer of funds without the need to visit a 

remittance agent or go through a traditional financial institution, making it desirable for those who may not have 

easy access to traditional institutions.133  

The promotion of clean and affordable energy for development 

The provision of clean and affordable energy is key to nearly 

every major challenge and opportunity facing the world today, 

where around 13% of the population lack access to modern 

energy sources and around 3 billion still rely on non-

renewable sources for cooking and heating.134 Science, 

technology, and innovation have contributed developments 

which reduce costs and enhance technological capabilities 

towards achieving Goal 7, which aims to ensure access to 

affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all.135 

Target 7.1 aims to ensure universal access to affordable, 

reliable, and modern energy sources, while Target 7.A and 7.B 

focus on enhancing and expanding international cooperation and access to research and technology.136  

Innovation and economies of scale have helped drive down the cost of key renewable energy technologies, most 

notably solar and wind power.137 Since 2010, the globalized weighted average cost of electricity has dropped by 

around 80% for solar power and around 35% for wind power, bringing these technologies into close competition 

with traditional sources of power.138 Technological developments have also increased the maturity of renewable 

energy sources, especially in transit with electric vehicles and biofuels, further cutting costs while increasing public 

confidence and support.139 Cost reduction and a supportive political climate, in turn, incentivize global investment, 

which has exceeded $200 billion annually since 2010.140 

With the increased proliferation of renewable energy comes the technical challenges of integration with existing 

electricity grids.141 Large scale solar and wind networks are often deployed to rural areas of a country, such as in 

Germany.142 The large urban centers in the South of Germany draw heavily on the system, which requires further 

upgrades and advancements, significantly increasing the cost of adapting renewable energy systems.143 These are 

challenges that all adopters of renewable energy systems must face, and it is expected that further research and 

development, especially in digitizing energy systems, will help tackle these challenges.144 
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Due to the systemic nature of renewables, a clear market demand must be present and supported with favorable 

policies towards research and development.145 Governments, in particular, play a significant role in driving demand 

and favorable policies.146 Early development of the wind and solar industry in China were the results of foreign 

imports and investments.147 A shift in policy to reduce foreign investment saw the rapid advancement and 

development of domestic wind and solar industries.148 This helped decrease the global cost of these technologies and 

lead to increased exports, notably in Germany which saw a corresponding increase in solar panel installations.149 

International collaboration when combined favorable domestic policies help proliferate the adoption of renewable 

technologies.150 

Enhancing South-South cooperation 

South-South Cooperation describes the coordination and collaboration among states, international organizations, 

civil society, and private sector to share knowledge and skills among countries in the Global South.151 When 

combined with favorable policies and financial support, South-South cooperation has been pivotal in solving key 

problems experienced by the Global South.152 This is largely done through the UN Office for South-South 

Cooperation (UNOSSC), the primary UN organization for promoting, coordinating, and supporting South-South and 

triangular cooperation, such as with the North.153 Enhancing South-South cooperation with regards to science, 

technology, and innovation is captured with Goal 17, targets 17.6 and 17.7, which promotes cooperation, 

development, and access to technologies.154 

In 2018, the UNOSSC and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) hosted a workshop on 

South-South and Technological Cooperation for Climate Action and Sustainable Development Progress in Asia.155 

At this conference, participants shared experiences and collaborative success stories to help encourage others to 

engage in South-South cooperation.156 One such example was between Thailand and Bhutan, which collaborated on 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions through increasing public transit capacity and the development of intelligent 
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transport systems.157 Thailand and Bhutan transit management worked together to identify gaps in mass transit 

planning and determined essential climate technology that needed to be provided from Northern countries to support 

the sustainable project.158  

When coordinating South-South and Triangular projects, it is also critical to identify and cater to the development 

needs of the region.159 This enables the delivery of effective results, the empowerment of local stakeholders, and the 

capacity to coordinate technology and hardware from supporting stakeholders.160 Multiple stakeholders were 

involved during the development of a solar energy project in the Solomon Islands.161 New Zealand provided 

assistance with asset management and planning, China helped construct the hardware, and the United Arab Emirates 

trained local staff to operate the system.162 This successful project was largely due to the close cooperation among 

public and private entities.163 Specialized regional bodies, such as the Economic Community of West Africa States 

(ECOWAS) Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (ECREEE) and the Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) Caribbean Centre for Renewable Energy and Efficiency (CCREEE), have since been created to help 

facilitate this partnership.164  
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II. Gender Equality and Empowerment of Rural Women and Girls 

“Achieving gender equality and empowering women and girls is the unfinished business of our 

time.” –António Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General165 

Introduction 

Broadly, women are at a socioeconomic disadvantage due to caregiving and domestic work, which are exacerbated 

by traditional notions of women’s roles in society.166 These responsibilities also often result in less time for 

education, paid work and leisure.167 Approximately 45% of the global population live in rural areas, and a quarter of 

the global population are rural women.168 Rural areas are often disproportionately affected by factors such as 

poverty, discrimination and exploitation, and these factors bleed into the existing inequality and treatment of women 

and girls in such areas.169 Women occupy a key role in their households and local communities in moved to achieve 

food security and good nutrition, improving their well-being and livelihoods through the generation of income, and 

contributions to local and global economies with their work, especially in agricultural fields.170  

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) serves as the UN’s central body for addressing global economic, 

social and environmental issues through debate, innovation, coordination and partnerships.171 ECOSOC also works 

towards the implementation of global development agendas such as the sustainable development goals (SDGs), 

which focuses on achieving gender equality and women empowerment.172 ECOSOC has maintained the need for 

gender equality throughout its work, especially with the consistent appearance of mainstreaming gender into the 

work of the UN on its agenda over the years.173 Achieving 50/50 gender parity, increasing gender perspectives, and 

gender-balanced resources are among some of the recommendations provided by ECOSOC.174 Empowerment is 

particularly important for gender equality, which the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs defines as the 

process of creating an enabling environment for people to gain control over the factors and decisions in their lives, 

and to increase their capacities with increased resources, access, and voices in this endeavor.175 Gender equality will 

also require stronger laws and policies that are supported by adequate resources and greater accountability for 

commitments made to the rights of women.176  

International Framework 

Beginning with the Charter of the United Nations (Charter) (1945) which recognizes fundamental freedoms free 

from any forms of discriminations, numerous international frameworks have been adopted over the decades.177 At 

the heart of achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls, lie in the fundamental rights 

established by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948).178 Important rights include marriage 
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rights in Article 16; equal access and participation of political processes in Article 21; labor rights in Article 23 and 

Article 24; basic necessities such as food, housing and medical care in Article 25; and equal access to education in 

Article 26.179 These fundamental human rights enshrined within the UDHR (1948) are further highlighted in the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) (1966) and International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) (1966).180  

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) (1979) was adopted 

by the General Assembly (GA) in 1979 and places an increased emphasis on the rights of women with focuses on 

gender equality.181 Through resolution 48/104, the GA adopted the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence 

against Women in 1993, which further highlighted the urgent need to uphold the rights of women with specific 

focuses equality, security, and liberty of person.182 In 1995, the Fourth World Conference on Women produced the 

Beijing Platform for Action, which is regarded by the international community as the most progressive action plan 

for advancing women’s rights.183 The Platform for Action focuses on 12 critical areas of concern such as women and 

the environment, women in power and decision-making, the girl child, women and the economy, and violence 

against women.184 

Sustainable development goals (SDGs) 

In 2015, the General Assembly adopted resolution 70/1 establishing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

(2030 Agenda) (2015).185 The 2030 Agenda (2015) contains 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) which are 

vital to gender equality and the empowerment of women, who are in turn, crucial for the achievement of these 

goals.186 Most prevalent is Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.187 

Role of the Economic and Social Council and the International System 

ECOSOC has addressed issues on gender since its inception and has adopted resolutions addressing issues from 

discrimination against women, the situation of women in Palestine and Afghanistan, mainstreaming gender into the 

UN, to eliminating violence against women.188 In the past decade, ECOSOC has specifically addressed the situation 

of Palestinian women in resolutions in 2017 and 2018, and two resolutions in 2013 and 2015 on the gender-related 

killing of women and girls.189 ECOSOC has also issued reports beginning in 1999 with E/1999/54 (1999) to 

E/2010/4 and E/CN.6/2010/2 (2010) that reviewed the work of ECOSOC bodies on the implementation of the 

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.190 In 2010, ECOSOC made a ministerial declaration at the 2010 High-
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Level Segment of ECOSOC on “implementing the internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to 

gender equality and the empowerment of women.”191  

Soon after its establishment in 1945, ECOSOC adopted resolution 5(I)  which established the Commission on 

Human Rights and the Sub-commission of the Status of Women that became the Commission on the Status of 

Women (CSW) later that same year.192 The CSW was the first functional committee created by ECOSOC and was 

led by an all-female bureau, that focused on addressing women’s issues across the spectrum.193 As a functional 

committee of ECOSOC, CSW works to promote women’s rights and establishing global standards for gender 

equality.194 The CSW has provided reports of the Secretary-General to ECOSOC on the topic, such as the 

empowerment of rural women with specific focuses on their roles in the eradication of poverty and hunger, and 

challenges and opportunities for women and girls in achieving gender equality and empowerment.195 At the 62nd 

session of the CSW in 2018, the commission considered the priority theme “Challenges and opportunities in 

achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls.”196 

The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), established by the 

General Assembly in 2010, supports international efforts to increase efforts to help women and girls globally. In 

2017, the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) reviewed 6 of the 17 SDGs, and among them Goal 5: achieve gender 

equality and empower all women and girls.197 The 2017 HLFP recognized the importance of increased regional and 

sub-regional implementation of supporting frameworks, including multi-stakeholder perspectives, and increasing the 

focus on countries in special situations and middle-income countries.198  

Key Issues 

Ensuring the full and effective participation of women and girls in leadership and decision-making  

A crucial component of ensuring women’s empowerment is their ability to take part in decision-making processes in 

social, economic and political areas.199 Participation and power in decision-making roles within formal institutions, 

including at community and local levels, can provide women with the ability to set and influence political discourse 

through empowerment.200 In the 2017 HLPF thematic paper on women, the Women’s Majority Group noted 

meaningful participation as one of five key areas of focus for the empowerment of women.201 UN-Women defines 

political participation for women as their ability to engage in all aspects of politics and decision-making processes 

on equal grounds as men.202 Full and effective participation of women and girls at all levels, such as in their own 
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households and communities, can strengthen their place and roles in society, and can also bring about economic 

benefits and empowerment.203  

Currently, 23% of women are in single or lower houses of national parliament in 2018, an increase from 19% in 

2010.204 Still, factors such as the lack of education training and self-confidence have continued on to be large factors 

in inhibiting women’s participation in political areas.205 Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) that was adopted in 

2000 is an important resolution that acknowledged the crucial role of women in peace and security, as well as 

recognition that their participation could empower females.206 This resolution, as well as other resolutions adopted 

by other relevant bodies, have recommended increasing support of women’s participation within decision-making 

positions at all levels.207Additionally, the CSW has worked on tackling this issue since 1997 with its agreed 

conclusions adopted on “Women in power and decision-making.”208 The 2006 session of the CSW adopted agreed 

conclusions with a particular focus on gender balance in decision-making processes, aims at achieving gender parity 

by ensuring greater participation, increased access to training, decent work and education, and the adoption of 

gender-inclusive rules within such areas.209 In the 2014 agreed conclusion of the CSW, the full and equal 

participation of women in political and decision-making processes is highlighted as a key issue in achieving gender 

equality and the empowerment of women.210 Most recently, in their 2018 agreed conclusions, the CSW noted the 

importance of promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls through strengthened national 

mechanisms.211 

Despite the acknowledgement of the importance of the full and effective participation of women and girls in 

leadership, the international community still lacks a comprehensive mechanism for the global ministering of women 

in local governments.212 This lack of a monitoring mechanism brings about data gaps, for example, 80% of the 

indicators for gender equality as listed in the SDGs are lacking usable data.213 UN-Women initiative, Making Every 

Woman and Girl Count, was implemented in 2016 to provide better gender statistics for the achievement of Goal 

5.214 Expanding the work of this public-private imitative across platforms and UN bodies, with an increased focus in 

rural areas will be highly beneficial for evaluating situations on the ground.  

Ending all forms of discrimination and violence against women and girls  

The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women defines violence against women as acts committed 

in the family, the general community and perpetrated or condoned by the state, occurring both in public and private 

life, that results in physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women.215 Further, discrimination can also 

be defined as the direct or indirect differential treatment of girls and women that prevent them from enjoying their 

fundamental rights.216 Globally, one-third of women have experienced physical or sexual violence by an intimate 
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partner, and yet, 49 Member States still lack the relevant laws, such as the ratification of international frameworks 

on violence against women or laws that criminalize violence by intimate partners, to protect women from such 

acts.217 Rural women and girls also experience a higher rate of physical abuse than urban women and are unable to 

seek the relevant services due to the lack of them or the outright inability to access them.218  

In 2011, the General Assembly adopted resolution 65/228 on “strengthening crime prevention and criminal justice 

responses to violence against women.”219 The recommendations contained within this resolution calls for increase 

laws within criminal justice laws to protect women such as investigating and prosecuting cases involving violence 

against women and providing services to decrease re-victimization.220 Building on a previous initiative launched by 

former UN Secretary-General (SG) Ban Ban Ki-moon in 2008, current UN SG Antonio Guterres, announced the 

theme for UNiTE: “Orange the World: #HearMeToo.”221 The title of this theme aims to highlight the voices and 

provide support for survivors and advocates.222  

ECOSOC subsidiary body, CSW adopted resolutions resolution 51/2 (2007), resolution 52/2 (2008) and 54/7 (2010) 

aimed to end FGM, and 51/3 (2007) on ending child marriages.223 Key recommendations proposed include raising 

awareness, increased education, governmental level policies, and resources to support regional efforts.224 

Additionally, the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) has passed numerous agreed conclusions aiming at 

eliminating such acts of violence, such as the 2013 agreed conclusion, “elimination and prevention of all forms of 

violence against women and girls.”225 This conclusion highlighted the need to strengthen legal and policy 

frameworks and accountability, address structural causes and risk factors, and strengthen multisectoral services and 

programs in response.226  

Advancing economic parity 

In many rural areas, agriculture remains the main form of employment and income where women play crucial roles 

in such activities as farmers, producers, workers and entrepreneurs.227 With the number of women equaling or 

surpassing the men in the agricultural sector, there is an increased need for the industry to consider adopting policies 

and systems to address structural barriers, improve financial systems, and incorporate gender into relevant policy 

and framework areas.228 According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), economic empowerment of 

women in agricultural sectors will achieve goals for agriculture development, economic growth and food security.229  

Poor rural infrastructures, combined with pre-determined seated roles, limit women’s participation in employment 

and push them into positions of carrying the burden of providing water and fuel for their households.230 Many rural 

women are active in the informal rural economy, participating in work outside of what is defined as “economically 

active employment,” such as tending to crops and livestock, processing and preparing food, and collecting fuel and 

water and caring for the family.231 Unpaid household work which can include water and fuel collection can expose 
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women and girls to unsafe conditions.232 The UN Development Programme estimates that unpaid work taken on by 

women is roughly equal to 13% of the global GDP.233 

A number of international documents can be found addressing the importance of advancing economic parity for 

women and girls. For example, in a 2012 report, ECOSOC highlighted the links between empowerment and the 

provision of full employment and decent work.234 Specifically, the report focused on social, economic, political and 

legal empowerment for women, their links to sustainable development, the enjoyment of decent work and social 

integration, and policy frameworks that promote empowerment.235 In 2016, the first High-Level Panel (HLP) for 

Women’s Economic Empowerment was convened and published its first report, which highlighted how laws 

discriminate against women and identified seven areas of work for women to fully participate in the economy.236 

Additionally, the 2016 HLP for Women’s Economic Empowerment produced several policy briefs on topics 

including unpaid work and care, the role of infrastructure in women’s economic empowerment, the role of men, 

financial inclusion, and business culture and practice.237  

Conclusion 

Although the international community has taken some action on the issue of gender quality and the empowerment of 

women and girls, challenges still remain in meeting these goals, especially for rural women and girls who face a 

disproportionate number of barriers within their communities.238 ECOSOC has worked to address gender equality 

and the achievement of the SDGs, since their establishment and through the work of their subsidiary bodies, 

especially the CSW.239 The 1995 Beijing Platform for Action –which is monitored by ECOSOC—highlights 12 

critical areas, many of which continue to be prevalent and stand in the way of gender equality.240 Women in power 

and decision-making; the girl child, women and the economy; and violence against women are some of the areas 

highlighted in the Beijing Platform for Action.241 Addressing each of these components are especially important in 

achieving gender equality, especially for rural women. Some important questions for delegates to consider are:  

 How can addressing the socioeconomic rights of women and girls help to promote the full and effective 

participation of women and girls in society?  

 What further steps can Member States to take better protect women and girls from violence of all forms?  

 What are the different needs and challenges of rural women and girls in regard to their political, economic 

and social rights?  

 How can ECOSOC build on previous actions that address gender equality and the empowerment of rural 

women and girls?  
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