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The General Assembly Plenary at NWMUN-Seattle 2019 

The NWMUN-Seattle Secretariat strives each year to create an accurate simulation for our delegates. We have 

developed additional ways for delegates to interact within the simulation, including enabling delegates to take 

multiple forms of action on an issue, including but not limited to adopting resolutions. This section aims to provide 

additional, specific information for the General Assembly (GA) Plenary at NWMUN-Seattle 2019. 

Briefings 

While discussing a topic, GA delegates are able to receive briefings from representatives of relevant member states 

or UN subject matter experts. The specific thematic experts available will be announced on the NWMUN-Seattle 

website, as well as the beginning of the conference. 

Mandate 

The mandate of the GA Plenary is:  The General Assembly may discuss any questions or any matters within the 

scope of the [UN] Charter or relating to the powers and functions of any organs provided for in the present 

Charter, and […] may make recommendations to the Members of the United Nations or to the Security Council or to 

both on any such questions or matters. 

Selected Functions & Powers 

 Consider and make recommendations on the general principles of cooperation for maintaining international 

peace and security, including disarmament. 

 Discuss any question relating to international peace and security and, except where a dispute or situation is 

currently being discussed by the Security Council, make recommendations on it; 

 Discuss, with the same exception, and make recommendations on any questions within the scope of the Charter 

or affecting the powers and functions of any organ of the UN. 

 Initiate studies and make recommendations to promote international political cooperation, the development and 

codification of international law, the realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and international 

collaboration in the economic, social, humanitarian, cultural, educational and health fields; 

 Make recommendations for the peaceful settlement of disputes between countries. 

 Consider reports from the Security Council and other UN organs.  

 Approves the budget of the UN. 

 Conducts elections for non-permanent members of the Security Council, rotating members of other UN bodies 

(such as the Economic and Social Council), and chooses the Secretary-General upon the recommendation of the 

Security Council. 

Outcome Documents 

When taking action, GA Plenary may adopt resolutions containing recommendations aimed at a range of 

stakeholders, including the UN Secretary-General and Secretariat, Member States, UN entities, or other international 

organizations, encouraging action. Resolutions adopted by the GA carry considerable weight behind them due to the 

universal membership of the GA.  

Rules of Procedure 

The GA Plenary will use the standard NWMUN rules of procedure available on our website.  

Members of the General Assembly Plenary at NWMUN-Seattle 2019 

The GA Plenary will include all Member States of the UN, as well as two observer delegations, the delegations of 

the Holy See and Palestine. The GA Plenary’s membership will reflect the current membership of the United 

Nations at the time of the conference, and should any prospective member achieve UN membership prior to 

NWMUN-Seattle 2019, the GA Plenary at NWMUN-Seattle 2019 will include these new members with full 

membership and voting rights.  
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Committee Overview 

Introduction  

As articulated in Chapter IV (Articles 9-22) of the Charter of the United Nations (Charter) (1945), the General 

Assembly (GA) is the largest of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN).1 The significance of the GA 

lies in its inclusivity, with all of the UN’s 193 Member States, as well as its two permanent observers, represented.2 

By providing a single equal vote to each Member State, the GA is revolutionary in terms of its inclusiveness as a 

forum for international diplomacy and an important contributor to global policy.3 The GA has the authority to 

discuss a broad range of issues, including poverty reduction, education, global health, economic development, 

climate change, human rights, disarmament, terrorism, piracy, and human trafficking.4 The GA has a normative 

impact on international relations by setting global policy recommendations on major international issues facing 

every Member State, making it an example of diplomacy and a force for change.5 The resolutions adopted in the GA 

are non-binding in nature and do not carry the force of international law as do those of the Security Council (SC).6 

History  

Following the events of the Second World War, the international community created the UN to build an effective 

international platform to address security and facilitate diplomacy and peaceful dialogue.7 In establishing the GA, the 

parliamentary body within the UN system that is revolutionary in its prioritization of inclusivity and sovereign 

equality, the Charter is explicit in its efforts to overcome the failures of its predecessor, the League of Nations.8 The 

Charter (1945) was drafted and signed on 26 June 1945 during the UN Conference on International Organization in 

San Francisco, California.9 The first session of the GA was held on 10 January 1946 in London, England, and was 

attended by 51 Member States.10 The first session had two major themes which were intended to guide the work of 

the body: equal rights and self-determination; and international cooperation to resolve global issues.11 They decided 

on these two major themes to protect the following generations from the scourge of war and to reaffirm faith in 

fundamental human rights.12 Just two years later, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948) was 

adopted.13 These two aims have continued, but many others have been added through the years, and the activities and 

duties of the organization have also expanded. As the borders of countries changed and new countries were formed, 

new members joined as permanent Member States, increasing the amount of Member States to 193 today.  

There have been some particularly important sessions of the GA which resulted in the establishment of policy 

frameworks that have shaped the efforts of Member States in areas such as development and education for decades 

at a time. For example, a special session was held to celebrate the millennium in September 2000 and the 

Millennium Development Goals were put forward. Although resolutions are non-binding, they play an essential role 

in articulating norms and principles which can be translated into regional and national efforts.  

                                                           
1 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter IV. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/ 

UN, Main Organs. http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html  
2 UN, History of the United Nations. http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/  
3 UN, What are Member States?, 2016. http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml  
4 UNGA, Preliminary list of items to be included in the provisional agenda of the 71st regular session, 2016. http://undocs.org/A/71/50  
5 UN DGACM, Functions and powers of the GA. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
6 UN News, GA demands all States to comply with UN resolutions regarding status of Jerusalem. 2017. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/12/640152-general-assembly-demands-all-states-comply-un-resolutions-regarding-status  
7 UN, What We Do. http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/  
8 UNOG, History: from the League of Nations to the UN, 2017. 

http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006AC19C/(httpPages)/242056AEA671DEF780256EF30037A2A8?OpenDocument 
9 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/ 

UN, History of the United Nations. http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/  
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid.  
13 UNGA, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. https://nwmun.link/2LBsXST  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml
http://undocs.org/A/71/50
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/12/640152-general-assembly-demands-all-states-comply-un-resolutions-regarding-status
http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/
http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006AC19C/(httpPages)/242056AEA671DEF780256EF30037A2A8?OpenDocument
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/
https://nwmun.link/2LBsXST
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Structure, Organization & Working Methods  

The GA membership is comprised of all 193 members of the UN, and two non-member observer states - the State of 

Palestine and Holy See.14 The two non-member observer states participate in deliberative work but do not have a 

substantive vote.15 Each Member State has one vote.16 

The GA is a plenary committee, which means it has the ability to discuss any topic on its agenda and is the body in 

which all draft resolutions are ultimately considered and adopted. Much of the regular work of the GA, however, is 

carried out within the six Main Committees, which are subsidiary to the Plenary committee, each with a different 

focus.17 The six Main Committees of the GA are as follows:18  

 First Committee (Disarmament & International Security)  

 Second Committee (Economic and Financial)  

 Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural)  

 Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization)  

 Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary)  

 Sixth Committee (Legal)  

While each of the six Main Committees develops resolutions and recommendations within their focus areas, all 

operations of the subsidiary committees are subject to vote by the Plenary Sessions of the GA. Beyond the six 

committees, the GA oversees a number of other boards, commissions, sub-committees, assemblies, councils, panels, 

and working groups; all tasked for various purposes to help fulfil the mandate of the GA.19 Some of these subsidiary 

bodies meet in annual sessions under GA mandate, such as the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), while others 

are permanent institutions, such as the UN Board of Auditors.20 Several bodies, such as Ad Hoc committees, are 

created to meet only once on specific topics, as needed by the GA.21 There is an oversight bureau for every session 

which consists of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons, and a Rapporteur who are tasked with the operational oversight 

of the session.22 The bureau uses a regional and annual rotation, with the Chairperson from a new region, the 

Rapporteur from the region that held the chair the previous year, and the Vice-Chairpersons from the remaining 

regions.23 All officers are elected on the basis of equitable geographic distribution, experience, and personal 

competence.24  

Additionally, the Charter of the United Nations (Charter) (1945) provides for a Secretariat that offers substantive 

support to the GA and which consists of the Under-Secretary-General and Assistant Secretary-General for GA and 

Conference Management, the GA and Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Affairs Division, and the 

Documents Planning Unit.25 The duties of the Secretariat as outlined in the Charter (1945) under Article 47 include: 

receiving, translating, printing, archiving, and distributing all documents, reports, and resolutions of the GA and its 

subsidiary bodies, and “performing all other work which the Assembly may require.”26 Additionally, the Secretary-

                                                           
14 UN DGACM, Background. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtm  
15 UNGA, Rules of procedure: XII. Plenary Meetings. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/plenary.shtml  
16 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/  
17 Ibid. 
18 UN Foundation, What We Do: The GA, 2017. https://nwmun.link/2LXQIVc  
19 UN DGACM  
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 UN DGACM, Seventieth Session: Bureau, 2016. http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/70/bureau.shtml  
23 UN DGACM, Fifth Committee: Frequently Asked Questions. http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/faq.shtml#1  
24 Ibid. 
25 Switzerland, The PGA Handbook: A practical guide to the UNGA, 2011, p. 52. https://nwmun.link/2LVJqkQ  
26 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter VII. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/ 

UNGA, Rules of Procedure. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtml  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/plenary.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://nwmun.link/2LXQIVc
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/70/bureau.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/faq.shtml#1
https://nwmun.link/2LVJqkQ
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtml
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General writes an annual report on the work of the Organization and presents it to the committee at the beginning of 

the proceeding session.27  

The GA holds annual sessions that begin every September and conclude around July every year with preset agendas 

that may evolve throughout the year.28 In addition to the annual sessions, the GA can hold special sessions and 

emergency sessions to deal with certain international events or crises.29 Special Sessions can be held at the request 

of the Secretary-General or the Security Council (SC), or through a vote of a simple majority of the Member 

States.30 The last special session was held in April of 2016 on the World Drug Problem in conjunction with the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND).31 The session was tasked with evaluating the progress of the 2009 

Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to 

Counter the World Drug Problem.32 The GA can also call for Emergency Special Sessions with support from a 

majority of GA Member States or at the request of at least seven SC Member States in order to maintain peace and 

security when the SC is unable to reach consensus, particularly in times of deadlock between permanent members.33 

The last emergency special session was last resumed in June 2018 after the Tenth Emergency Special Session of 

1997 with regards to illegal Israeli actions in occupied East Jerusalem.34 

Mandate, Powers & Function  

Chapter IV of the Charter (1945) outlines the composition, procedures, and operational policies of the GA; its 

mandate is to serve as the general body of the United Nations to facilitate discussions and make recommendations to 

Member States and the appropriate organs of the UN.35 The GA is considered the “chief deliberative, policymaking, 

and representative organ of the UN.”36 This broad mandate has been challenged in the past, especially when the GA 

has faced questions of enforcement and legitimacy; however, it still remains one of the primary norm-setting bodies 

in the world.  

Article 10 of the Charter (1945) outlines the general mandate of the body and authorizes the GA to discuss “any 

questions or matters within the scope of the Charter” or which are related to the function of the body’s numerous 

subsidiary organs.37 Under the current mandate, the GA appoints the Secretary-General and approves the admission 

of new Member States on the recommendation of the SC, and elects members to several UN organs, including the 

non-permanent members of the SC, members of ECOSOC, and judges for the International Court of Justice (ICJ). 

As stated in Article 17 of the Charter (1945), the GA also considers and approves the budget of the organization and 

may examine and recommend budgetary outcome to specialized agencies defined in Article 57.38 For example, the 

Fifth Committee of the UN approved a budget of $6.69 billion for 13 peacekeeping operations in 2018-2019.39 

Under the Charter (1945), the GA is empowered to make recommendations to the SC, Member States, and other UN 

organs, although it does not have the capacity to mandate action from these groups or even discuss an issue 

simultaneously with the SC.40 The relationship between the GA and the SC is also articulated in the Charter (1945). 

The GA exercises some form of oversight over the SC through its election of the five non-permanent members of 

the Council for their two-year mandates, discussion of the annual reports of the SC, and approval of the budget of 

the UN.41 Further, pursuant to Articles 10 and 11 of the Charter (1945), the GA can make recommendations to the 

                                                           
27 UNGA, Rules of Procedure. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtm  
28 UN DGACM, Schedule of GA plenary & other meetings: 70th Session, 2016. http://www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/70schedule.shtml  
29 UN DGCAM, Special Sessions. http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/special.shtml  
30 Ibid.  
31 Ibid.  
32 UNGA, Political Declaration and Plan of Action on Intl. Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the 

World Drug Problem, 2009. https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/V0984963-English.pdf  
33 UN DGACM, Emergency Special Sessions. http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml  
34 UN DGACM, Tenth Emergency Special Session, 2009. http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency10th.shtml  
35 Ibid. 
36 UN, Functions and powers of the GA. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
37 UN DGACM, Background. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
38 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/ 

UN DGACM, Background. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
39 UN, Meetings Coverage and Press Releases. https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gaab4287.doc.htm  
40 UN DGACM, Background. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtm  
41 Volger, Close Cooperation Is Useful Between the GA and Security Council, 2012. https://nwmun.link/2v7Ua64 

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/70schedule.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/special.shtml
https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/V0984963-English.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml
http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency10th.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gaab4287.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtm
https://nwmun.link/2v7Ua64
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SC on any issue under its purview, and specifically, on issues related to international peace and security, if referred 

by any Member of the UN or the SC.42 If action should be required, the Charter (1945) notes in Article 11(2) that the 

issue should be further referred to the SC.43 The Charter (1945) is a living document, as is exemplified in the 

ongoing discussion regarding the role and relationship of the GA and the SC, particularly in instances in which 

Member States do not believe the SC is taking necessary action.44 There remains ambiguity at times regarding the 

mandate of the GA, particularly in regards to issues related to peace and security.45 The GA also deals with 

economic and social issues, particularly by working with the ECOSOC.  

The GA highly values fostering consensus in all of its works, adopting the majority of its resolutions by consensus; 

this highlights the diplomacy and compromise promoted by the body.46 For example, the UDHR (1948) was adopted 

by consensus in the GA, became the global foundation for human rights guaranteeing “equal and inalienable rights 

of all members of the human family.”47 Another notable example is resolution 377v (1950), entitled “Uniting for 

Peace,” which gives the GA the ability to address priority issues they feel that the SC has failed to address.48 In 

1956, the GA utilized the power granted in resolution 377v (1950) to create the UN Emergency Force for the Suez 

Crisis.49 With this being its first emergency special session and establishment of the peacekeeping force, it paved the 

way for many subsequent peacekeeping operations.50  

The GA can make non-legally binding recommendations in order to initiate action on various political, economic, 

humanitarian, and legal.51 GA resolutions are binding with relation to budgets and other internal affairs of the UN, 

but are non-binding in a legal sense to Member States, making Member States responsible for implementation of the 

policy recommendations contained in resolutions.52 The GA may request studies and recommend actions to address 

concerns with international political cooperation, the development and implementation of international law, the 

examination of human rights and freedoms, and collaboration in the fields of cultural, economic, educational, 

humanitarian, and health fields. Additionally, the GA has the ability to make recommendations to individual 

Member States, the SC, and its subsidiary bodies and reporting entities. The GA adopts decisions and recommends 

international action through non-binding resolutions. As a body, it can also create UN funds, programs, and offices; 

additionally, it can foster collaboration between the UN system and specialized agencies outside the GA through 

independent organizations that have a relationship with the UN through Article 63 of the Charter (1945).53 For 

example, below are some of the resolutions adopted in the 72nd session following recommendations and actions 

taken by the GA: 

 Authorized the Secretary-General to commit financial support of the Mission in South Sudan.54 

 Declared 3 June as the World Bicycle Day; 20 May as World Bee Day; 21 August as the International Day 

of Remembrance of the Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism; 23 September as the International Day of Sign 

Languages; 12 December as the International Universal Health Coverage Day; 16 May as International Day 

of Living Together in Peace; and 16 June as International Day of Family Remittances.55  

                                                           
42 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/  
43 Ibid. 
44 UN OLA, Repertory of Practice of UN Organs, Supplement No. 10 (2000-2009): Article 10, 2016. https://nwmun.link/2LTTlY7  
45 Sutterlin, The UN and the Maintenance of Intl. Security: A Challenge to be Met, 2003. p. 25. 
46 UN DGACM, Functions and powers of the GA. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
47 Albert, et. al., The Role of the UNGA, 2016. https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly 

UNGA, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. https://nwmun.link/2LBsXST  
48 Switzerland, The PGA Handbook: A practical guide to the UNGA, 2011, p. 52. https://nwmun.link/2LVJqkQ  

UNGA, Uniting for Peace (A/RES/377(V)), 1950. http://undocs.org/A/RES/377(v)  
49 UN DPO, Middle East – UNEF I: Background. https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unef1backgr2.html  
50 Ibid. 
51 Switzerland, The PGA Handbook: A practical guide to the UNGA, 2011, p. 52. https://nwmun.link/2LVJqkQ 
52 Ibid. 
53 Chesterman, Law and Practice of the United Nations: Documents and Commentary (Second Edition), 2016, p. 12. 
54 UNGA, Financing of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (A/RES/72/300), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/300 
55 UNGA, Intl. Day of Family Remittances (A/RES/72/281), 2018. http://undocs.org/ARES/72/281 
55 UNGA, World Bicycle Day (A/RES/72/272), 2018. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/272 

UNGA, World Bee Day (A/RES/72/211), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/211 

UNGA, Intl. Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism (A/RES/72/165), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/165 

UNGA, Intl. Day of Sign Languages (A/RES/72/161), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/161 

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://nwmun.link/2LTTlY7
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly
https://nwmun.link/2LBsXST
https://nwmun.link/2LVJqkQ
http://undocs.org/A/RES/377(v)
https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unef1backgr2.html
https://nwmun.link/2LVJqkQ
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 Adopted and endorsed new declarations, including the Political Declaration on the Implementation of the 

UN Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons (2017) and Implementation of the Declaration 

on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.56  

 Called for Member States to ratify the Arms Trade Treaty (2013) in line with Sustainable Development 

Goal target 16.4 to reduce illicit arm flows by 2030.57 

 “Urged Member States to expedite the provision of economic, humanitarian and technical assistance to the 

Palestinian People and the Palestinian Government… to alleviate the serious humanitarian situation in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territory.”58  

These are just several examples of the types of recommendations the GA has made. These recommendations are 

historically directed to a wide variety of actors. For example, over the last several years, recommendations were 

directed at the below actors: 

The Secretary-General and Secretariat: submit future recommendations; prepare a strategic framework; improve the 

capacity of the UN to respond effectively to the requests of Member States; implement resolutions; solicit the views 

of Member States; convene expert groups; mobilize resources; provide assistance to Member States; improve 

interagency cooperation; strengthen exchanges between the UN and other organization; disseminate information; 

enhance the information provided to the public; and assist countries through humanitarian, technical, and financial 

assistance.59 

Subsidiary organs of the GA, ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies; and Funds and programmes of the UN system: 

provide assistance to governments; enhance their mutual relationship with regional organizations and synergies with 

other UN agencies that undertake complementary work; convene meetings; take actions for the implementation of 

international instruments; promote information on certain issues; mainstream the special needs of regions in their 

normative and operational activities; intensify efforts to provide technical assistance; explore ways and means to 

contribute more effectively to solve problems; give special attention to the violation of human rights.60 

Member States and specific governments: take action for effective implementation of resolutions and declarations; 

review, develop and promote regulatory guidance and standards; ratifying or acceding to international instruments; 

give priority to certain issues in their assistance programmes and budgets; promote the exchange of information; 

maintain dialogue among Member States, specialized agencies, and intergovernmental organizations; cooperating 

with the Special Rapporteurs on carrying out their mandates; and respecting obligations under international law.61  

The private sector, media, non-governmental organizations, and civil society: continue their cooperation with the 

UN; hold regional consultations and continue its assistance to marginalized populations.62  

The international community: enhance cooperation at regional and international levels; adopt urgent and effective 

measures to eliminate the use of unilateral coercive economic measures against developing countries, and to support 

national efforts to promote the empowerment of women and gender equality in order to enhance national efforts to 

eliminate violence against women and girls.63 

                                                           
UNGA, Intl. Universal Health Coverage Day (A/RES/72/138), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/138 

UNGA, Intl. Day of Living Together in Peace (A/RES/72/130), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/130 
56 UNGA, Political declaration on UN GPoA to Combat Trafficking in Persons (A/RES/72/1), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/1 

UNGA, Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, (A/RES/72/111), 2017. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/111  
57 UNGA, The Arms Trade Treaty (A/RES/72/44), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/44 
58 UNGA, Peaceful Settlement of the question of Palestine(A/RES/72/14), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/14 
59 UN OLA, Repertory of Practice of UN Organs, Supplement No. 10 (2000-2009): Article 13, 2016. https://nwmun.link/2LWoRoj  
60 Ibid. 
61 Ibid. 
62 Ibid. 
63 UN OLA, Repertory of Practice of UN Organs, Supplement No. 10 (2000-2009): Article 10, 2016. https://nwmun.link/2LTTlY7 

UN OLA, Repertory of Practice of UN Organs, Supplement No. 10 (2000-2009): Article 13, 2016. https://nwmun.link/2LWoRoj  

http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/138
https://nwmun.link/2LWoRoj
https://nwmun.link/2LTTlY7
https://nwmun.link/2LWoRoj
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Recent Work of the General Assembly  

The 73rd session, which began on 18 September 2018, is presided over by H.E. Mrs. Maria Fernanda Espinosa 

Garcés of Ecuador and is broadly focused on the theme “Making the UN Relevant to All People: Global Leadership 

and Shared Responsibilities for Peaceful, Equitable and Sustainable Societies.”64 The opening statement by Mrs. 

Garcés focused on seven top priorities in this order: 1) gender equality and empowerment of women, 2) 

implementation of new global compacts on migration and refugees, 3) creation of decent work opportunities, 4) 

increase attention to environmental protection, 5) strengthen political and social commitment to persons with 

disabilities, 6) revitalization of the UN and 7) peace and security and the role of young people in conflict 

prevention.65 Since the opening of the session, the committee has made political declarations on the fight against 

tuberculosis and the prevention and control of non-communicable diseases.66  

Additionally, the ongoing reform of the UN system’s response to peace and security challenges and ongoing 

implementation of the sustaining peace agenda has also been subject to discussion; in July 2018, the GA adopted a 

resolution which endorsed the proposed restructuring of key departments.67 This restructuring altered the titles and 

functions of two departments in addition to other reforms related to regional divisions; the GA also called on the 

Secretary-General to provide further proposals on additional management reforms to take place later this year.68  

As one of the priorities is to strengthen the cooperation of the UN and Member States to achieve common goals and 

targets, the GA has adopted eight resolutions promoting cooperation among regional groups.69 Resolutions passed 

for key groups such as the Commonwealth of Independent States and the League of Arab States.70 These 

cooperation resolutions emphasis the need to increase dialogue, strengthen collaboration to combat transnational 

crime and terrorism, share best practices and knowledge, and partner to achieve the Sustainable Development 

Goals.71 

Further, the President of the GA also gave a speech at the 2018 International Day for the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women and stresses the commitment set forth in the 2030 Agenda to eliminate all forms of violence against 

all women and girls.72 Additionally, the GA adopted a resolution on the impact of rapid technological change on 

realizing the 2030 Agenda and its sustainable development goals indicating that with the fast rise of technologies it 

will depend on governments to collaborate and sustain strong partnerships.”73 

The GA has meetings all year, thus resolutions are adopted over the course of the entire year. Some examples of 

resolutions adopted recently include the following:74 

                                                           
64 IISD SDG Knowledge Hub, 73rd Session of the UN GA, 2018. http://sdg.iisd.org/events/73rd-session-of-the-un-general-assembly/  
65 UN, Opening of the General Debate, 2018. https://www.un.org/pga/73/2018/09/25/opening-of-the-general-debate/  
66 UNGA, Political declaration of the third high-level meeting of the GA on the prevention and control of non -communicable diseases 

(A/RES/73/2), 2018. http://undocs.org/A/RES/73/2 

UNGA, Political declaration of the high-level meeting of the GA on the fight against tuberculosis (A/RES/73/3), 2018. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/73/3 

 

 
68 UN DPO, Reforming Peacekeeping. https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/reforming-peacekeeping 
69 UN, Meeting Coverage 26 November 2018. https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12093.doc.htm 
70 Ibid. 
71 Ibid. 
72 UN, Intl. Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, 2018. https://www.un.org/pga/73/2018/11/19/international-day-for-the-

elimination-of-violence-against-women/  
73 UN, Meeting Coverage 26 November 2018. https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12093.doc.htm 
74 UN DGACM, Resolutions of the 73rd session. http://www.un.org/en/ga/73/resolutions.shtml  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://sdg.iisd.org/events/73rd-session-of-the-un-general-assembly/
https://www.un.org/pga/73/2018/09/25/opening-of-the-general-debate/
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/reforming-peacekeeping
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12093.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/pga/73/2018/11/19/international-day-for-the-elimination-of-violence-against-women/
https://www.un.org/pga/73/2018/11/19/international-day-for-the-elimination-of-violence-against-women/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12093.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/73/resolutions.shtml
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Outcome Documents Recently Adopted by the General Assembly 

Year 
Agenda 

Item 
Code Topic 

2018 12 A/RES/73/24 Sport as an enabler of sustainable development 

2018 38 A/RES/73/23 The Syrian Golan 

2018 38 A/RES/73/22 Jerusalem 

2018 39 A/RES/73/19 Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine 

2018 39 A/RES/73/18 Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of 

the Palestinian People 

2018 133 A/RES/73/17 Impact of rapid technological change on the achievement 

of the Sustainable Development Goals and targets 

2018 43 A/RES/73/8 Necessity of ending the economic, commercial and 

financial embargo imposed by the United States of 

America against Cuba 

2018 129 A/RES/73/3 Political declaration of the high-level meeting of the GA 

on the fight against tuberculosis 

2018 119 A/RES/73/2 Political declaration of the third high-level meeting of the 

GA on the prevention and control of non-communicable 

diseases 

Conclusion  

The GA is the largest international deliberative body and as such addresses the challenges of the 21st century with 

the broadest representation. The resolutions of the GA, while non-binding, hold a considerable amount of weight in 

global policy by setting normative standards for the international community.75 The frameworks that have been set 

up through the GA provide the opportunity for the practical provision of rights, development opportunities, and 

improvements in global sustainability, among many other notable advances. The GA, through its involvement in a 

wide range of topics including poverty reduction, environmental protection, and peacebuilding, has the unique 

ability to improve people’s lives across the world.76 Through creative solutions and democratic diplomatic forum, 

the GA will continue to have a vast influence on future problem-solving at the international level.77  

The GA continues to deal with more complex issues as it takes on issues of security, human rights, and development 

in a time often paralyzed by international inaction. It is important to understand the scope and influence of the GA in 

the UN and global community when considering topics and action plans. Although it has faced many challenges 

over the years of operation, remarkable achievements have been made when Member States demonstrate and 

promote high levels of diplomacy, political will, and cooperation. 

  

                                                           
75 Pew, UN Retains Strong Global Image, 2013. http://www.pewglobal.org/2013/09/17/united-nations-retains-strong-global-image/  
76 UN DGACM, Main Committees. http://www.un.org/en/ga/maincommittees/index.shtml  
77 Council on Foreign Relations, The Role of the GA, 2015. https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly  

http://www.pewglobal.org/2013/09/17/united-nations-retains-strong-global-image/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/maincommittees/index.shtml
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly
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I. Protecting and Ensuring the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

The General Assembly should continue to raise awareness around issues relating to persons with 

disability and deepen political and social commitment to this underserved population which 

represents the world’s largest minority.  

– H.E. Mrs. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd Session of the UN General 

Assembly78 

Introduction 

The United Nations (UN) recognizes persons with disabilities as “those 

who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments 

which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and 

effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.”79 Further, 

it recognizes disability as an evolving concept and that disabilities arise 

from “the interaction between persons with impairments and attitudinal 

and environmental barriers that hinders their full and effective 

participation in society on an equal basis with others.”80 Today, between 

15 and 20 percent of the global population – an estimated 1-1.5 billion 

people – have some kind of disability.81 Disability is thought to be the 

world’s biggest minority.82 Disability also often coexists with another 

marginalizing condition – including gender, poverty, youth or old age, 

and indigenous status, resulting in numerous layers of discrimination 

within communities for persons with disabilities and their families.83 

Further, persons with disabilities face barriers in accessing public 

services, socializing with peers and family members, gaining employment 

and other means of support, and facing stigma attached to their disability.84  

While discussion and action has been undertaken by the global community on the topic of disability, these efforts 

are not adequate to support the global disability community as they are often missing vital components or present 

their own challenges, signaling a half-step backwards in development efforts.85 Even within the UN, as of 2015, 

there was only disability-specific and inclusive language in 15% of resolutions.86 As the main policymaking body 

within the UN system, the General Assembly (GA) plays a significant role in advancing these discussions and 

encouraging action by the international community on the topic. 

International Framework 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) (1966) and the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) (1966), alongside the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR) (1948), define the fundamental human rights of all persons.87 ICCPR (1966) guarantees the civil rights of 

all persons and ensures them legal avenues for help should these rights not be upheld.88 ICESCR (1966) guarantees 

                                                           
78 UNGA, Opening of the 73rd Session of the GA, 2018. https://www.un.org/pga/73/2018/09/18/opening-of-the-73rd-session/ 
79 UNGA, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2006. https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh  
80 UNGA, Inclusive development for and with persons with disabilities (A/RES/73/142), 2019. https://undocs.org/a/res/73/142 
81 UNGA, Making the United Nations Relevant to All People. https://www.un.org/pga/73/priorities/persons-with-disabilities/ 

UN DESA, Factsheet on Persons with Disabilities. https://nwmun.link/2KuxdPb  
82 Ibid. 
83 UNGA, Inclusive development for and with persons with disabilities (A/RES/73/142), 2019. https://undocs.org/a/res/73/142 
84 UNGA, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2006. https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh  
85 IDA, UN GA. http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/un-general-assembly 

Brink, How Is The World Treating People With Disabilities?, 2016. https://nwmun.link/2YE0ezl   
86 IDA, UNGA. http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/un-general-assembly 
87 UNGA, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966. https://nwmun.link/2uTa5oS  

UNGA, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. https://nwmun.link/2LBsXST 

UNGA, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966. https://nwmun.link/2LE8a0V  
88 UNGA, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966. https://nwmun.link/2LE8a0V 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CCPR.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cescr.aspx
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CCPR.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cescr.aspx
https://www.un.org/pga/73/2018/09/18/opening-of-the-73rd-session/
https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh
https://undocs.org/a/res/73/142
https://www.un.org/pga/73/priorities/persons-with-disabilities/
https://nwmun.link/2KuxdPb
https://undocs.org/a/res/73/142
https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/un-general-assembly
https://nwmun.link/2YE0ezl
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/un-general-assembly
https://nwmun.link/2uTa5oS
https://nwmun.link/2LBsXST
https://nwmun.link/2LE8a0V
https://nwmun.link/2LE8a0V
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economic and social rights for all people, ensuring their ability to participate in public life including education, 

physical and mental health services, and protection from discrimination.89 These frameworks are especially 

important in considering persons with disabilities, as the rights ensured in these documents are often denied to them 

based on ideas of their capacity or lack thereof.90 

In 2006, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (2006) was adopted.91 While previous 

resolutions sought to tackle individual aspects of the disability experience, the Convention was designed to be 

comprehensive and consider all aspects of life for persons with disabilities and their families.92 It contains provisions 

for awareness-raising; special considerations for unique groups including women, children, families, and persons 

with specific disabilities; employment and social protection; and more.93 Further, it works to ensure that persons 

with disabilities are included to the maximum extent possible as determined by the severity of their disability in 

daily life, and are fully protected by the systems they work with and encounter.94 The CRPD (2006) was signed by 

82 countries on the day it was opened for signature; this was the highest number of signatories for any UN 

convention.95 Today, there are 161 signatories and 177 ratifications.96 Despite continued efforts and the passage of 

multiple resolutions on the topic of disability moving towards fully inclusive legislation and the inclusion of persons 

with disabilities in the UN system, the CRPD (2006) remains the primary international framework guiding efforts to 

support persons with disabilities at a national level.97 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Guided by the progress made in implementing the CRPD (2006), the 2030 Agenda contains multiple goals and 

targets which overlap with, and reinforce its implementation.98  

 

                                                           
89 Ibid. 
90 UNICEF, World Report on Disability, 2011. https://www.unicef.org/protection/World_report_on_disability_eng.pdf 
91 UNGA, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2006. https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh  
92 UN Enable, The UN and Disabled Persons -The First Fifty Years, 2004. https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/dis50y00.htm 
93 UNGA, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2006. https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh  
94 Ibid. 
95 Ibid. 
96 Ibid. 
97 UN DESA, GA Reports and Resolutions, 2019. https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/general-assembly.html 
98 UN, The Sustainable Development Goals Report, 2019. https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/  

Global Civil Society Report on the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, 2019. https://nwmun.link/2YEWjlH  

UN, The Sustainable Development Agenda. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.unicef.org/protection/World_report_on_disability_eng.pdf
https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/dis50y00.htm
https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/general-assembly.html
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/
https://nwmun.link/2YEWjlH
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
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There are also multiple SDGs that explicitly refer to disability: 

GOAL TARGET INDICATOR (DISAGGREGATED BY PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES) 

 

1.3 Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and 

measures for all, […] 

1.3.1 Proportion of population covered by social protection floors/systems, by […] persons with 

disabilities […] 

 

4.5 Eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to 

all levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including 

persons with disabilities […] 

4.5.1 Parity indices (female/male, rural/urban, bottom/top wealth quintile and others such as 

disability status […] 

4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and 

gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective 
learning environments for all 

4.a.1 Proportion of schools with access to […] (d) adapted infrastructure and materials for 

students with disabilities 

 

8.5. By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work 

for all women and men, including for […] persons with disabilities, and 

equal pay for work of equal value 

8.5.1 Average hourly earnings of female and male employees, by […] persons with disabilities 

8.5.2 Unemployment rate, by […] persons with disabilities 

 

10.2 By 2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political 

inclusion of all, irrespective of […] disability […] 

10.2.1 Proportion of people living below 50 per cent of median income, by sex, age and persons 

with disabilities 

 

11.2 By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and 

sustainable transport systems for all […] with special attention to the needs 
of […] persons with disabilities […] 

11.2.1 Proportion of population that has convenient access to public transport, by […] persons 

with disabilities 

11.7 By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, 

green and public spaces, in particular for […] persons with disabilities 

11.7.1 Average share of the built-up area of cities that is open space for public use for all, by 

[…] persons with disabilities 

11.7.2 Proportion of persons victim of physical or sexual harassment, by […] disability status 

[…] 

 

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative 

decision-making at all levels 

16.7.1 Proportions of positions in national and local institutions, including (a) the legislatures; 

(b) the public service; and (c) the judiciary, compared to national distributions, by […] persons with 
disabilities […]  

16.7.2 Proportion of population who believe decision-making is inclusive and responsive, by 

[…] disability […] 

 

17.18 By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing countries, including for least developed countries and small island developing States, to increase significantly 

the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by […] disability […] 
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There are a range of SDGs and their targets that explicitly reference disability.99 The SDGs represent the first 

comprehensive development framework which aims to be inclusive of persons with disabilities without primarily 

being about disability.100 This movement towards universal design for shared goals signifies positive progress in the 

field of disability, as moving forward, disability should always be a consideration in future goal development and 

goal setting.101 Universal design should be a central organizing principle for future sustainable development efforts; 

as can be seen in the below infographic, universal design considers the needs of all, and the voices of all, in 

designing and developing systems, institutions, and projects. 

                                                           
99 UN DESA, SDGs &Disability. https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/about-us/sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-and-

disability.html 
100 UN, The Sustainable Development Agenda. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/  
101 UN Enable, Disability-Inclusive 2030 Agenda. https://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/sdgs/disability_inclusive_sdgs.pdf 

UN, The Sustainable Development Goals Report, 2019. https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/  

Global Civil Society Report on the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, 2019. https://nwmun.link/2YEWjlH  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/about-us/sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-and-disability.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/about-us/sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-and-disability.html
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
https://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/sdgs/disability_inclusive_sdgs.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/
https://nwmun.link/2YEWjlH
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Role of the General Assembly and the International System 

Over the years, the GA has shown its support for building more inclusive societies and working with persons with 

disabilities and support agencies to make these goals a reality.102 However, disability as a stand-alone topic has only 

been covered by the GA since the mid-1990s.103 Prior to this, it was assumed that persons with disabilities were 

covered under any general resolutions and actions taken by the UN system; however at the end of the UN Decade of 

Disabled Persons in 1992, it was realized that significant progress towards full inclusion was not being made and 

further focus on disability as a stand-alone topic was needed.104 Discussion on the topic of disability has increased 

since the adoption of the CRPD (2006) in 2007, as the Convention solidified the fact that disability should be 

included in all development and protection conversations and should be considered in the same ways in which the 

UN considers gender, ethnicity, indigeneity, and other factors which often lead to marginalization.105 The most 

recent iterations of this discussion have resulted in numerous resolutions including: 

 Toward the full realization of the an inclusive and accessible UN for persons with disabilities 

(A/RES/70/170)  

 Inclusive development for persons with disabilities (A/RES/71/165, A/RES/73/142) 

 Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol 

thereto: situation of women and girls with disabilities (A/RES/72/162). 106  

These resolutions have resulted in the opening of accessibility centers in UN offices, recommended country-level 

disability-inclusive development and capacity building and establishing and following up with several disability-

related task forces, standing committees, and support groups.107  

The international community has the responsibility to ensure safety and inclusion for all members of society, and to 

build and maintain the partnerships which will help to facilitate this goal.108 These partnerships are further supported 

by Goal 17, which recognizes that development efforts cannot be undertaken by the states alone, but must include all 

voices – an idea which is particularly relevant for persons with disabilities and their supporting agencies which are 

often excluded from development conversations.109 There are numerous support agencies working to help protect 

and ensure the rights of persons with disabilities, which range from country-level advocacy groups and civil society 

organizations (CSOs) to major international watchdog groups and advocacy non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs).110 These groups not only help to act as voices for people with disabilities who may be excluded from public 

conversations but also develop resources and materials which help to explain and publicize efforts made to bolster 

inclusion and support efforts.111 The Global Partnership for Disability and Development is one such group which 

operates on the international level to advocate for disability causes – including participating in the drafting of the 

                                                           
102 UN DESA, New President of GA cited disability as one of the 7 top priorities of her presidency, 2018. 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/news/dspd/new-ga-president.html  

UNGA, Making the United Nations Relevant to All People. https://www.un.org/pga/73/priorities/persons-with-disabilities/ 
103 UN DESA, GA Reports and Resolutions, 2019. https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/general-assembly.html 
104 UN DESA, The UN and Persons with Disabilities Chronology: 1980’s – present, 2014. https://nwmun.link/2T5YWvO 

UN Enable, The United Nations and Disabled Persons -The First Fifty Years, 2004. https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/dis50y00.htm  
105 Ibid.  
106 UN DESA, GA Reports and Resolutions, 2019. https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/general-assembly.html 
107 UNGA, […] An inclusive and accessible UN for persons with disabilities (A/RES/70/170), 2016. https://undocs.org/A/RES/70/170 

UNGA, Inclusive development for persons with disabilities (A/RES/71/165), 2017. https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/165 

UNGA, Inclusive Development for and with Persons with Disabilities (A/RES/73/142), 2018. http://undocs.org/A/RES/73/142  

UNGA, Implementation of the CRPD: women and girls with disabilities (A/RES/72/162), 2018. https://undocs.org/A/RES/72/162 
108 IDA, Global Partnership for SD. http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/global-partnership-sustainable-development 
109 Ibid. 
110 IDA, IDA Members. http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/ida-members 

Disability Rights Intl., Our Work. https://www.driadvocacy.org/work/ 

IDDC Consortium, Welcome to the IDDC, 2019. https://www.iddcconsortium.net/ 

Australia, Face the facts: Disability Rights, 2015. https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/education/face-facts-disability-rights  

Global Disability Watch, Global Disability Watch. http://globaldisability.org/ 

MIUSA, Grassroots DPO Advocacy, 2018. https://www.miusa.org/whatwedo/dpos 
111 Disability Support Intl., About. https://www.ds-international.org/ 
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CRPD (2006) – but also supports its local member groups to provide community-level advocacy and awareness 

outreach and working to ensure inclusion of persons with disabilities in the economic landscape of their 

communities.112 

In addition to the support of these external groups, the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 

through its Division for Social Inclusive Social Development, operates UN Enable with the mission to “promote the 

rights and advancement of persons with disabilities within a broad mandate provided by the World Programme of 

Action (1982), Standard Rules (1994) and the CRPD (2006), as well as other relevant human rights and 

development instruments.”113 UN Enable provides support to disability causes, compiles statistic information and 

creates reports and infographics, and undertakes outreach efforts.114 These outreach efforts include the UN Enable 

Film Festival, which seeks to normalize disability through the approachable format of short films with inspiring and 

informative films like Pikinini Tok Tok which creatively share the disability experience.115 

Key Issues  

Reducing disability stigma  

Disability stigma is a major barrier to the realization of the UDHR 

(1948) as well as for the full implementation of the CRPD (2006).116 

Disability disproportionately affects those in vulnerable populations, 

and the stigma associated with disability coupled with the lack of 

available services often perpetuates the cycle of poverty for people with 

disabilities.117 Disability stigma can take many forms and can range 

from misconceptions about the presence and impacts of invisible 

disabilities, to barriers to healthcare and economic opportunities, to 

familial shame and shunning from the community, to - in the more extreme cases - whole-life institutionalization 

and/or infanticide.118 For example, in the United States, persons with invisible disabilities report being discriminated 

against because they do not have an outward sign of their disability and are told that because they do not look 

disabled, they must not have a disability.119 In Japan to have a child with any kind of disability is shameful, and 

children are almost immediately sent to live in institutions segregated from the rest of society where they receive 

minimal education and connection with the outside world.120 In Iran, there is legislation barring persons with 

disabilities for applying for public sector jobs and from living independently and contains stigma-based derogatory 

language.121 

Although stigma does not have one set definition within the UN system, it is a term that is widely used throughout 

the UN system, especially when it comes to the marginalization of minority populations including persons with 

disabilities.122 Stigma is often considered to be “a deeply entrenched sociocultural phenomenon” which “lies at the 
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root of many human rights violations, resulting in entire population groups being disadvantaged.”123 This is 

especially relevant for persons with disabilities as ingrained social stigma and lack of knowledge about disability has 

led to the idea that people with disabilities are completely incapacitated, regardless of the type of disability they 

have.124 While the idea that any person with any kind of disability is incapacitated is static, the social stigma 

surrounding individual disabilities varies greatly.125 Those with invisible disabilities including mental health 

disorders and chronic illness often face the stigma that others will catch their disability by coming into contact with 

them or that their disability is not legitimate.126 Those with visible disabilities often face symbolic exclusion as they 

do not fit in with the general norm of their society, and may also face physical exclusion due to the presence of 

barriers to accessing community spaces or activities.127 These stigmas are further exacerbated by an inadequate level 

of available services with anywhere from 35-85% of persons with disabilities not receiving any form of treatment or 

support, at least 10% higher rates of comorbidity with physical disabilities compared to the general population, and 

also higher than average rates of marginalization and discrimination.128 

Social stigma and misconception create difficulties for persons with disabilities and 

their families in accessing basic services and fully participating in community 

life.129 In many countries, cultural and religious beliefs are often drivers of stigma, 

with people thinking persons with disabilities are cursed, supernatural beings or 

supernaturally touched, or a result of the individual’s or their parents’ actions.130 In 

high-income countries, stigma tends to link back to the ideas of incapacitation; 

persons with disabilities are segregated from their peers in favor of life skills or 

other support programs and may be so removed that they are institutionalized 

meaning complete isolation from typically developing peers.131 Stigmatization 

often leads to ostracization for persons with disabilities and their families, 

increased rates of violence and abuse, and are often the last to be reached or are not 

reached by aid and support efforts.132  

Various efforts have been undertaken by individual Member States as well as regional groups to reduce the impact 

of stigmas and promote the inclusion of persons with disabilities.133 Key strategies have included the adoption of 

disability-specific and inclusive policies, the utilization of major awareness and education campaigns, and support of 

activities like the Special Olympics to raise visibility and positive thoughts surrounding disability.134 Within the 

United Nations system, programs like the UN Enable Film Festival have sought to reduce stigma in approachable 
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formats spreading awareness and understanding through films like Pikinini Tok Tok.135 However, these local and 

international efforts have often only addressed parts of the issue of stigma and there is no overall key solution.136  

Building inclusive institutions 

An inclusive society is one which “over-rides differences… and ensures inclusion, equality of opportunity as well as 

capability of all members of the society…,” which means providing equitable access to resources and support for all 

people 137 When looking at inclusion from a disability angle, the term inclusive has two meanings – that the voices 

of persons with disabilities are included in planning and building efforts alongside those of their peers and that 

institutions are supportive of and accessible to persons with disabilities.138 Building fully inclusive institutions for all 

people entails removing systemic and physical barriers for persons with disabilities which have been historic issues 

for this population.139  

Building inclusive institutions is strongly supported by the SDGs, including specifically Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities 

and Communities) and Goal 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions), which are focused on mindful building and 

development efforts which encourage input from all members of society.140 Within Goal 11, targets 11.2 and 11.7 

have language specifically taking note of the need to include persons with disabilities and meet their unique needs in 

the planning of transportation systems and public and green spaces, respectively.141 While other targets under this 

goal do not contain this direct language, these other goals can nonetheless strongly impact the lives of persons with 

disabilities.142 In a similar manner, only indicators 16.7.1 and 16.7.2 contain disability-specific language within Goal 

16, but the overall goal focuses on building strong, transparent, and meaningful institutions and governance for all 

people, regardless of disability or other demographic status.143  

Building on the 2018 Report of the Secretary-General on Inclusive Development for Persons with disabilities 

(A/73/211), General Assembly resolution 73/142 urges Member States to draft strategies for inclusion into their 

national policy.144 These policies should be comprehensive in regards to the needs of persons with disabilities and 

should protect their basic rights.145 In some cases, these policies already exist and have removed some barriers for 

persons with disabilities, however, laws and inclusive systems can only do so much and if society and institutions 

overall are not inclusive they ultimately are not providing the correct benefits to their users.146  

Building inclusive institutions means monitoring improvement and proactively searching for opportunities to 

increase participation and acceptance.147 This could mean something as simple as providing training to local experts, 

public servants, and other community members, bringing in trained accessibility experts, and/or other assessment 
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strategies.148 Building inclusive institutions also starts by engaging with local and regional groups.149 Many people 

with disabilities have felt like a burden at some point in their lives, and may reluctant to engage with systems that 

have been barred to them in the past; local and regional groups – especially those who provide aid – can be key to 

engaging with these individuals and acting as a go-between for persons with disabilities and public institutions.150 

Beyond individual willingness to participate, local and regional organizations have a good understanding of their 

communities, the needs of their populations, and what barriers or prejudices may exist to persons with disabilities in 

accessing local resources.151 Inclusivity also starts with the UN system – the development two accessibility centers 

is not sufficient to be considered inclusive, the UN needs to do more and set an example.152 

Addressing unique socio-economic needs  

There are approximately 386 million persons with disabilities of working age, with up to 80% unemployed or 

underemployed in some regions.153 Persons with disabilities who are employed often end up with short wages or 

working in sheltered workshops which are segregated from their peers.154 By excluding persons with disabilities 

from the standard workplace, intentionally or not, Member States miss out on an estimated 1-7 percent of their 

Gross Domestic Product.155 Persons with disabilities also often require special accommodations, supports, therapies, 
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and visits with medical and educational specialists, placing an increased economic burden on their families which is 

exacerbated by limited employment levels for those with disabilities.156  

Some Member States provide welfare systems for persons with disabilities.157 These welfare systems are designed to 

help offset the cost or burden of disability and provide support and rights to persons with disabilities and their 

families.158 These programs exist in a variety of formats, from providing some part of a person’s wages to offset 

costs to a business or other employment support, to medical support, to care provider or respite hours, to loans or 

cash payments, and more.159 Some systems start with early intervention for children with access through schools or 

medical providers, others require lengthy application processes, others rely on word of mouth between families, 

others require a simple application and allow for appeals as necessary.160 Welfare systems appear in both developing 

and developed Member States with various degrees of success.161 Those with more traditional welfare systems often 

see a lack of economic success for persons with disabilities and not enough care and respite hours for families, while 

those who consider whole-person efforts, those which look at all aspects of a person’s life instead of just disability, 

see greater success in peer-relationships, economic stability, and overall well-being.162  

While welfare systems can be seen in low, middle, and high-income countries, there is greater dichotomy when 

considering the intersection between disability and poverty.163 In high-income countries, the relative poverty risk can 

be twice as high to slightly higher than typically developing peers, while in low-income countries, these numbers are 

much higher with larger spikes seen as persons with disabilities age.164 Disability causes economic costs which 

impact the person with a disability as well as their family, care providers, and anyone else who may live with 

them.165 Households with members with disabilities have been found to spend 15% (in high and middle-income 

countries) and 130% (in low-income countries) more on healthcare.166 Along the same lines, general cost of living 

greatly varies with families in high and middle-income countries spending up to 50% more than their peers while 

those in low-income countries spend 4-5 times more than their peers on basic living expenses including food, 

housing, sanitation, etc.167 Some of these costs are associated with personal needs and care, but many result from 
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stigma or discrimination.168 These increased economic hardships as a result of disability within the household work 

to continue the cycle of poverty for many families and individuals affected by disability.169 

In 2012, the General Assembly adopted resolution 67/82, entitled “Addressing the socio-economic needs of 

individuals, families and societies affected by autism spectrum disorders, developmental disorders and associated 

disabilities.”170 This resolution worked to raise awareness of these specific disabilities, promote the full inclusion of 

persons with them, and built further cooperation with the World Health Organization on the topic of disability.171 

These first steps, concurrent with the CRPD (2006), have built the beginning of a pathway forward to addressing the 

socio-economic needs of all persons with disabilities and their families.172 Moving forward, the UN, and in 

particular, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs has recognized that these ideas should be expanded and 

incorporate more evidence-based approaches – those with research backing determining that they are the best 

practices and can be meaningfully implemented.173  

Conclusion  

As disability comes to the forefront of conversation in the GA, increased efforts are made to include persons with 

disabilities in the global conversation. This inclusion signifies positive progress, but there are still major hurdles to 

overcome. Disability stigma is still prevalent in various ways worldwide and often prevents persons with disabilities 

from realizing the full spectrum of their rights. Inclusive institutions are the wave of the future and are strongly 

supported by the SDGs but require both input from and consideration for persons with disabilities. Persons with 

disabilities also have unique socio-economic needs including educational, medical, and care needs which have only 

been minimally discussed in the international sphere. To better support these unique socio-economic needs and their 

individual socio-economic rights, changes need to be made at the national level, providing securities for persons 

with disabilities and their families. All efforts undertaken need to include the voices of persons with disabilities, 

their care providers and families, and the organizations which serve them.  

 How can Member States combat systemic biases and existing stigmas while promoting the rights of persons 

with disabilities? 

 What kinds of policies or designs ensure that institutions are fully inclusive? 

 Why does the cycle of poverty persist for persons with disabilities and how can Member States work to 

reduce or end it?  
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II. Sustainable Agricultural Development, Food Security, and Nutrition 

“In a world of plenty, no-one - not a single person - should go hungry.” 

 – Ban Ki-Moon, UN Secretary-General (2012)174 

Introduction 

Since 2014, the number of people suffering from hunger has been increasing, resulting in stunting – which 

particularly affects the growth and cognitive development of children – and malnutrition.175 The “other face” of 

malnutrition – overweight – is also on the rise in all age groups, with particularly harmful effects on children who 

are at higher risk of early-onset obesity-related health and psychological complications.176 

According to the Food and 

Agricultural Organization (FAO), 

an estimated 821 million people, 

or roughly one in nine people, 

suffer from undernourishment.177 

In some regions, such as Northern 

Africa, Western Asia, Oceania, 

the prevalence of 

undernourishment in 2018 is 

higher than the number in 2005.178 

The prevalence of food insecurity 

can either be moderate or severe, 

which differs depending on the 

region.179  

In response to the challenges to 

food insecurity and malnutrition, 

key actors within the international 

community have emphasized the 

importance of addressing the issue in accordance with The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (the 2030 

Agenda), as part of efforts to achieve the sustainable development goals (SDGs).180 In its July 2019 publication, the 

FAO stressed the importance of transforming food and agriculture systems, as well as investing in rural areas, to 

achieve sustainability and food security.181 The United Nations (UN) General Assembly (GA) also plays a key role 

in addressing sustainable agricultural development, food security and nutrition. In her November 2018 statement, 

UN GA President Maria Fernanda Espinosa Garcés emphasized the need for making agriculture more sustainable 

and resilient, which will address inequalities between rural and urban populations, and women and men.182 

International Frameworks 

A number of key foundational human rights documents indirectly recognize the importance of food security, such as 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948) and International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
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Cultural Rights (ICESCR) (1966). Article 25 of the UDHR (1948) states that “Everyone has the right to a standard 

of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and 

medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, 

disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.”183 Articles 11 and 

12 of the ICESCR (1966) further highlight “the importance of the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living 

for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of 

living conditions,” and “the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and 

mental health” respectively.184  

In 1973, the World Food Conference convened by the General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration on the 

Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition (UDEHM) (1973).185 Some specific rights that address sustainable 

development, food security and nutrition include: Article 2 on government responsibility to integrate food and 

nutrition policies into socio-economic and agricultural development plans; Article 6 on prevention of food waste; 

and Article 9 on the importance of preserving the environment and ensuring sustainable use of natural resources for 

food production. 186  

In addition to the UDEHM (1973), the 2009 outcome of the World Summit on Food Security affirmed the link 

between sustainable agricultural development, specifically by highlighting the risks that climate change poses to 

food security and the agriculture sector, notably smallholder farmers.187 Additionally, this declaration adopted the 

Five Rome Principles for Sustainable Food Security (2009) which act as the basis for its strategic objectives, 

including promoting new investment to increase sustainable agricultural production and productivity, reduce poverty 

and eradicate food insecurity.188 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

One of the main underlying frameworks addressing sustainable development, food security and nutrition in recent 

years is the 2030 Agenda and its sustainable development goals (SDGs); of particular relevance are: 

 Goal 2: “End Hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture;” 

 Goal 12: “Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns;” 

 Goal 13: “Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts.”189 

 

2.1  End hunger and 

ensure access to nutritious 
food 

2.2  End all malnutrition 

2.3 Double agricultural 

productivity of small-scale 
food producers 

2.4 Ensure sustainable 

food production systems 
 

 

12.1  Implement 

the program on 
sustainable 
consumption and 
production 

12.2 Sustainable 

management and 
use of natural 
resources 

 

13.1  
Strengthen 
resilience 

 

13.2 

Integrate 
climate change 
measures into 
policies and 
planning 

                                                           
183 Ibid 
184 Ibid. 
185 UNGA, Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition, 1972. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/EradicationOfHungerAndMalnutrition.aspx 
186 Ibid. 
187 CWFS, Coming to Terms with Terminology, 2012. http://www.fao.org/3/MD776E/MD776E.pdf  

FAO, Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security, 2009. http://www.fao.org/tempref/docrep/fao/Meeting/018/k6050e.pdf 
188 Ibid. 
189 UN, SDGs. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs 

UNGA, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2015. https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3  

UNGA, Agriculture development, food security and nutrition: Report of the Secretary-General, 2017. https://undocs.org/A/72/303 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cescr.aspx
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cescr.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/EradicationOfHungerAndMalnutrition.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/EradicationOfHungerAndMalnutrition.aspx
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg2
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg12
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/EradicationOfHungerAndMalnutrition.aspx
http://www.fao.org/3/MD776E/MD776E.pdf
http://www.fao.org/tempref/docrep/fao/Meeting/018/k6050e.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3
https://undocs.org/A/72/303


 

27 

Role of the General Assembly and the International System 

As the main deliberating, policymaking, and representative organ of the United Nations, the GA is responsible for 

setting goals, taking in feedback and recommendations from stakeholders and other UN bodies, and making 

recommendations in support of efforts by Member States and other UN bodies. Therefore, the GA plays a significant 

role in addressing the issue of sustainable agricultural development, food security and nutrition. Most recently, in 

2019, the body adopted resolution 73/253, which highlighted the link between agriculture, food security and 

nutrition, and sustainable development.190 In particular, the GA emphasized that the challenges of world hunger and 

malnutrition prevents the achievement of the SDGs: 

 Agricultural development, food security and nutrition (A/RES/73/253)191 

 UN Decade of Action on Nutrition (2016-2025) (A/RES/70/259)192 

 The Right to Food (A/RES/72/173)193 

The topic of food security and agricultural sustainability is also discussed in other UN committees, programmes and 

funds. Some of these other bodies are:  

 United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): The UNDP aims to eradicate poverty and reduce 

inequalities and build community resilience through sustainable development through working with 

Member States on policies and in terms of the SDGs.194 The UNDP addresses food security and agricultural 

sustainable development through projects such as the Development and Inclusive Markets in Agriculture 

and Trade, which aims to help smallholder farmers.195  

 United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP): As the lead global environmental authority, UNEP 

works with other UN entities, Member States and civil society to provide support in environmental 

management.196 In regard to sustainable agriculture, food security and nutrition, UNEP has worked with 

farmers in regions like Africa to reduce agricultural loss and improve agricultural promotion through the 

promotion of the use of smart agriculture through the Ecosystem-based Adaptation for Food Security 

Assembly (EBAFOSA) imitative set up in 2015.197 

Outside of the UN system, regional organizations and civil society organizations (CSOs) and non-governmental 

organization also play a key role in addressing sustainable agricultural development, food security and nutrition. For 

example, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) created regional guidelines on Food Security and 

Nutrition Policy in 2017.198 Aside from adopting a food and nutrition security plan in 2015, and a gender strategy for 

the plan in 2017, the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) has also been working with UN 

agencies such as FAO and the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

(ECLAC) to incorporate findings by these agencies into achieving the targets of Goal 2.199 In regard to CSOs and 

NGOs, the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) provided feedback and proposed 
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solutions during the 10th session of the GA’s Open Working Group on the SDGs.200 During the UN Conference on 

Sustainable Development in 2012, also known as the Rio+20, farmers’ organizations such as the AgriCulture 

Network and La Via Campesina have made demands such as food sovereignty and ecosystem management, which 

increased visibility of their demands on these issues, for which was then adopted by the FAO in its biennial strategic 

plan.201 

Key Issues  

Closing the gender gap in sustainable agriculture 

The global number of individuals experiencing food insecurity has increased to over 820 million, with rural women 

among the worst affected.202 Past policy responses by governments have primarily focused on greater food 

production as a solution to stabilize prices and meet population growth; however, such short-term strategies are not 

always consistent with long-term needs and rarely take into account intersectional issues, such as gender.203 For 

example, because of this failure to consider gender, poverty among female-headed households has increased.204A 

report by the International Institute for Sustainable Development further found that gender equality and household 

food security are strongly correlated.205In particular, women play significant roles in agricultural production, food 

preparation for their families and ensuring that household food and nutrition needs are met.206 Yet, existing gender 

inequalities and inadequate access to productive resources cause women to be more susceptible to food insecurity, as 

they often prioritize the nutrition of children and men above their own.207  

The focus on the link between food security, gender 

equality and women’s empowerment is clear in the 2030 

Agenda, specifically Goal 2 and Goal 5.208 Other relevant 

SDGs include Goal 1 on eliminating poverty; Goal 8 on 

reducing inequalities; and Goal 13 on combatting climate 

change.209 Although the important role that women play in 

achieving food security and promoting sustainable 

agriculture is recognized in this global agenda, 

strengthening women’s participation in reaching these 

goals remains a challenge.210 In particular, gender 

inequalities in agriculture continue to persist due to various 

factors, such as lack of land rights and decision-making.211 

For example, only about 10% of women in Asia own land 

on average, which shows that these individuals continue to 

be disadvantaged.212 Moreover, this lack of land ownership 

excludes women from decision-making in terms of how to 

manage their land.213 
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Despite these challenges, the international community is taking various initiatives to close the gender gap in 

sustainable agriculture and strengthen food security. For example, in May 2019, the FAO, International Fund for 

Agricultural Development, and the World Food Programme launched a global initiative with the European Union to 

achieve these goals. Specifically, this initiative is designed to not only mitigate the effects of gender inequalities and 

discrimination, but it aims at addressing the root causes of gender inequality.214 According to the EU and the UN 

agencies, achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women are key for food security and nutrition. 

Further, closing the existing gender gap in agriculture could increase yields on women-led farms by 20 to 30 %, 

therefore promoting food security, economic growth and social welfare.215 

Climate Change and Sustainable Agricultural Development. 

At the most basic level, climate change affects world regions unevenly, affecting the most vulnerable countries and 

poses a major threat to their food security.216 Specifically, climate change will affect large parts of Africa, the 

Middle East and South and Southeast Asia the most, causing declines in agricultural production.217 Further, 

vulnerable communities in least developed countries face challenges to sustainable agricultural development and 

food security due to climate change.218 Currently, nearly 80% of the world’s poor and most vulnerable depend on 

agriculture for their livelihoods.219 Without urgent action to make agriculture more sustainable, productive and 

resilient, the impacts of climate change will compromise food production in the countries and regions that already 

experience high food insecurity.220 

In addition to the consequences of climate change itself on agricultural development, current agricultural practices 

are also detrimental to the environment and unsustainable. For example, livestock and crops used in agriculture emit 

greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide.221 The agriculture sector is not only the 

second-largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions but has also damaged ecosystems as a result of their high 

water consumption, with irrigation taking up over 70 % of total global freshwater use.222 Meanwhile, although the 

utilization of biofuels as sustainable fuel sources help reduce the unsustainable use of fossil fuels, it also contributes 

to food insecurity in developing countries, as farmers in developing countries use limited land and resources to 

produce cash crops that supply biofuel in use within developed countries.223  
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In order to effectively address the effects of climate change on agricultural development, various actors within the 

international community have recognized the importance of climate mitigation, adaptation and resilience strategies. 

For example, a Sourcebook on Climate-Smart Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries published by the FAO emphasized 

the need to enhance food security while mitigating climate change, preserving natural resources and protecting 

ecosystems.224 Moreover, more productive and more resilient agriculture requires the efficient use and management 

of land, water, soil nutrients and other natural resources. Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) aims to develop 

technical, policy and investment conditions to achieve sustainable agricultural development for food security while 

addressing climate change.225 Despite the appeal of CSA to the international community, national entities and local 

institutions challenges to its implementation still remain.226 Specifically, climate change may exacerbate existing 

risks and add new risks and uncertainties.227 As highlighted by the High-level Panel of Experts on Food Security and 

Nutrition in 2012, the effects of climate change cannot be predicted.228However, intergovernmental entities have 

noted that one of the most effective approaches in reducing vulnerability to the shocks and stresses caused by 

climate change.229 

Reducing food waste 

In 2014, the High-level Panel of Experts on Food Security and 

Nutrition defined food losses and waste as a mass decrease of food, 

at all stages of the food chain from harvest to consumption, that was 

originally intended for human consumption, regardless of cause.230 

According to the FAO, nearly one-third of all food produced in the 

world is lost or wasted when measured by weight.231 Regions around 

the world also experience food loss and waste differently, with food 

losses near-production occurring more low and middle-income 

countries and food waste near consumption occurring more in high-

income countries. For example, in North America, 61% of food is 

wasted at the stage of consumption, compared to only 17% at the 

production stage.232 On the other hand, in Sub-Saharan Africa 

experiences 39% food loss at the production stage, whereas only 5% 

of food waste occurs at the consumption stage.233 Further, food loss 

and waste results in large economic impact for all individuals in the 

food chain, from producers to consumers.234 For example, the value 

of all food lost or wasted in china each year equates to $32 billion 

dollars.235 

Although food loss and food waste are often discussed together, their 

definitions are not the same and sometimes made to reflect different 

underlying causes.236 “Food loss” occurs at the production and 

distribution stages of the food chain, while “food waste” refers to the 

removal of food from the food chain which that was ready for 
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consumption, either by choice, or which has spoiled or expired.237 Some examples of food loss and waste include 

fruits discarded due to bruising during harvesting and food cooked but not eaten.238  

At an expert group meeting held in May 2018, the Division for Sustainable Development Goals (DSDG) 

emphasized the need to re-evaluate food systems and food chains in order to combat their inefficiencies, which 

includes considering gender perspectives, as well as keeping in mind that decreasing hunger does not mean feeding 

food waste to people.239 Further, current policies and regulations in alignment with Goal 12.3 on sustainable 

consumption and production should consider several recommendations, such as establishing food loss and waste 

accounting and reporting standards and reducing loss in farm production.240 Additionally, the FAO plays an active 

role in preventing and reducing food loss and waste by supporting global, regional, and local policies; promoting 

results through incentives and regulatory frameworks; and working with the public and private sector, and civil 

society, through their Global Initiative on Food Loss and Waste Reduction.241  

Conclusion 

With a continually growing world population, more effort and innovation will be needed to address food security 

and nutrition while promoting sustainable agricultural development.242 The 2030 Agenda adopted by the GA in 2015 

acts as one of the most important policy frameworks for sustainable development.243 In the context of sustainable 

agricultural development, food security and nutrition, several SDGs will be important to consider, especially Goal 2 

on eliminating hunger and achieving food security.244 Focusing on the poorest and most vulnerable communities will 

be most important, as most of these individuals are predominantly rural and work in the agriculture sector.245 

Additionally, sustainable agricultural development, food security and nutrition affect all individuals across the 

world, although in different ways.246 As delegates research their topic, they should consider the following questions: 

 Why is the promotion of sustainable agricultural development important for food security and nutrition?  

 How can Member States address the different needs of different groups of people in regard to sustainable 

agricultural development, food security and nutrition?  

 How can Member States tackle food waste and food loss while considering the different stages of the food 

chain, from production to consumption?  

 What types of strategies can Member States implement to increase the resilience and adaptation of poor and 

vulnerable communities to climate change? 
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III. SC Elections 

 

On the final day of NWMUN-Seattle, the General Assembly Plenary will simulate the election of 

five non-permanent members of the Security Council. The following information serves as the 

context for the way in which this process is carried out in the UN, as well as particular details 

relevant for NWMUN-Seattle delegates 

 

Introduction  

The preamble of the Charter of the United Nations (Charter) (1945) mandates the United Nations (UN) “[to] save 

succeeding generations from the scourge of war.”247 The Security Council (SC) is the principal UN body responsible 

for the maintenance of international peace and security, as mandated in Chapters VI, VII, VIII, and XII of the 

Charter (1945).248 Its responsibilities include but are not limited to settling disputes between Member States and 

calling upon UN Member States to mobilize armed forces in the pursuit of international security.249 

The SC is comprised of five permanent members (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United 

States) and ten elected members elected by the General Assembly (GA).250 Each year the General Assembly elects 

five of the ten non-permanent members for two-year terms.251 Non-permanent membership is divided into regional 

groups, with each group allotted a specific number of seats.252 At the GA’s 18th session in 1963, it was decided that 

non-permanent Security Council members would be selected in a pattern, this pattern is: five from Africa and Asia, 

one from Eastern Europe, two from Latin America and the Caribbean, and two from Western Europe and Others 

states.253 Subsequently, the five states from Africa and Asia were split, with three from the African Group and two 

from the Asia-Pacific Group. Candidates can only be elected with a two-thirds majority vote of the entire GA.254 

This means that all Member States must be well-informed and have knowledge of all the candidates to make a 

decision that best fits the Council and the UN.255 This also means that there can be deadlocks between candidates, 

which can be minimized through discussion within the GA prior to voting.256 As the main deliberative, 

policymaking and representative organ of the United Nations, the GA upholds the core values of the UN and 

provides an inclusive perspective in electing members to the SC.257 All 193 members of the GA each have one vote, 

allowing for equal participation when choosing countries for the 15 member SC.258 

In 2019, the GA will elect five non-permanent Member States for the 2020-2021 term, electing two seats for the 

African Group, one representative from the Asia-Pacific Group, one representative from the Group of Latin 

American and Caribbean States, and one seat for the Eastern European Group.259  

In preparation for the vote, delegates will need to understand the structure and function of the SC; should have 

knowledge of the candidate countries; should review the nomination process for those vying for a seat on the SC; 
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and will need to research previous voting habits of their delegations to best aid their allies. While discussing and 

creating resolutions for the other GA topics, delegates will need to keep the vote in mind and discuss it with other 

Member States. Moreover, those delegates representing candidate countries should be prepared to discuss their 

country’s reasons for wanting to hold a seat on the SC. 

Security Council Elections at NWMUN-Seattle 2019 

The GA elects non-permanent members to SC by secret ballot, and candidates must receive the support of a two-

thirds majority, even if running unopposed.260 This requirement entails receiving votes from two-thirds of the 

Member States present and voting, excluding abstentions.261 The election comprises an unlimited number of voting 

rounds, alternating between unrestricted and restricted ballots.262  

The first round is unrestricted, where Member States may vote for any eligible regional group member not currently 

represented in the SC.263 If the first voting period does not produce the necessary two-thirds majority, the GA will 

move into “restricted voting,” where Member States may only vote on the two highest-scoring candidates per seat 

open in that region.264  

The restricted voting procedure may be repeated up to three times, as needed.265 If no candidate has secured a two-

thirds majority within three rounds of restricted voting, unrestricted voting will be reopened for another three 

rounds.266 The six-round rotation, beginning with the second round, continues until all seats are filled.267 As seats are 

filled, the ballots for future rounds will only include spaces to vote for the unresolved seats and regions. 

Candidates in the SC Elections 

A non-permanent member of the SC whose term is ending in 2019 may not run for immediate re-election; this 

disqualifies Cote d’Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Kuwait, Peru, and Poland.268 Additionally, the permanent members 

(China, France, Russian Federation, United Kingdom, and United States) have no reason to run, and the non-

permanent members whose term ends in 2020 (Belgium, Dominican Republic, Germany, Indonesia, and South 

Africa) are also already on the Council and may not run Ideally, candidates should seek sponsorship from their 

regional bloc, which may allow them to run uncontested; however, uncontested candidates still require a two-thirds 

majority vote of the full GA to win.269 It is possible for a candidate to be endorsed by the regional bloc and fail to 

win the election in the unrestricted round.270  

The 193 Member States of the UN are divided into regional groups in line with their geographical location.271 The 

recognized regional groups are the African Group (54 Member States), the Asia-Pacific Group (53 Member States), 

the Eastern European Group (23 Member States), the Latin American and Caribbean Group (GRULAC) (33 

Member States), and the Western European and Others Group (WEOG) (28 Member States).272  

The non-permanent members of the SC comprise a total of ten seats: five seats from Africa and Asia, one from 

Eastern Europe, two from Latin America, and two from Western Europe and Others states.273 During each election 

cycle, five Member States are elected to the SC. Every odd election year, the African Group and the Asia-Pacific 

Group take turns electing an Arab Swing State; as a result, with Kuwait (Asia-Pacific Group) leaving the Council in 
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2019, the standard practice would if continued mean that the African Group would elect an Arab State to one of its 

two vacancies.274 

Considerations while Voting 

The key consideration for membership on the SC is the ability to positively contribute to the promotion of 

international peace and security.275 Beyond this guidance, Member States often employ significant discretion in 

electing candidates.276 Several factors, both positive and negative, may affect an individual candidate’s outcomes in 

the SC elections.277 In choosing a candidate, Member States may choose to consider the candidate’s financial 

contributions to the UN system, including both the UN Budget and voluntary contributions; the allocation of troops 

to UN Peacekeeping Operations; whether the candidate represents a large demographic or regional group; and 

record of regional and international leadership.278 If a Member State is actively campaigning for other offices or 

experiencing domestic insecurity, they may struggle to secure votes.279  

Along with the general considerations listed above, some other issues to be aware of prior to the election include: 

Deadlocks 

Deadlocks are a common problem for the SC.280 In the case of elections, a deadlock is when the GA cannot come to 

a two-thirds majority vote for one state.281 For example, in 1979, a total of 154 rounds of voting took place to decide 

if a Latin America and Caribbean Group seat would be held by Colombia or Cuba.282 In 2016, there was a deadlock 

between the Western European and Others group members, Italy and the Netherlands.283 In this case, Italy and the 

Netherlands chose to solve the issue by splitting the term, where each country sat for one year rather than two.284 

Although proven successful, this solution is not common and had not been used for 50 years prior to 2016.285 

Although Italy and the Netherlands are allies and have similar international interests as members of the EU, 

deadlocks often occur between non-allies, leaving less room for negotiation.286 More common solutions to deadlocks 

are with the selection of a third candidate, and/or the withdrawal (or defeat) of the two deadlocked countries.287 An 

example of this occurred in 2006, when a deadlock between Colombia and Venezuela was solved by both 

withdrawing in favor of Panama.288  

Lack of Candidates  

In the 2018 election, only one seat was actually contested: the Asia-Pacific seat between the Maldives and 

Indonesia, where Indonesia was selected.289 None of the other seats were contested due to there being the same 

number of candidates as seats, e.g. Germany and Belgium were the only two candidates for the two seats for the 

Western European and Others Group.290 Potential candidates may choose not to run for various reasons, including 
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the desire for SC reform, the pressure and commitment of being on the Council, or the severity of global issues.291 

For the 2019 elections, all groups have at least one candidate; however, there will likely be uncontested seats.292 

Further, sometimes regional groups will discuss who should be the candidate(s) prior to the elections, and then only 

contest the one (or two) candidate(s) their group decided on.293 This is commonly the case for the Group of Latin 

American and Caribbean States (GRULAC), after the 2006 deadlock issue between Colombia and Venezuela in 

2006.294 GRULAC now typically holds nomination meetings to negotiate their candidate.295  

SC Reform  

Many UN Member States support some sort of SC reform.296 There is a growing belief that the P5 have too much 

power and the 10 non-permanent members do not have as much of a role as they should.297 Since the 10 non-

permanent members are elected by all 193 Member States, they are much more representative than the P5, who were 

selected in 1945.298 A leading proposal for SC reform is to expand the permanent seats to 10, adding Germany, 

India, Japan, Brazil, and one African State.299 There is debate surrounding this reformation, but it is currently the 

leading proposal.300 Along with adding more permanent members, most proposed solutions involve increasing the 

number of non-permanent seats; most propose 13 to 15 non-permanent seats.301 Along with membership, there has 

been a lot of debate surrounding the permanent member veto.302 There are proposals to remove the veto or to make it 

less powerful (e.g. allowing for it to be overruled in certain circumstances).303 This would give more power to non-

permanent members, therefore making these elections more important.304  

2019 Security Council Elections  

African Group 

The African Group has three total non-permanent seats on the SC.305 These seats are currently held by Côte d'Ivoire, 

Equatorial Guinea, and South Africa; while South Africa’s term ends in 2020, Cote d’Ivoire and Equatorial Guinea’s 

terms end in 2019 and therefore two seats for the African group will be up for election306 Ghana, Tunisia and Niger 

are running for the two seats in 2019.307  

The African Group traditionally rotates seats between its five sub-regions of Northern Africa, Eastern Africa, 

Central Africa, Southern Africa, and Western Africa, with the seats elected in odd-numbered years including a West 
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African state and either a North or Central African state, and the seat elected in even-numbered years alternating 

between an Eastern African and a Southern African state.308 This year a West African state and either a North or 

Central African state would be elected if the African Group continues this tradition.309 More specifically, tradition 

dictates that an Anglophone West African state would alternate with (and this year, follow, given Cote d’Ivoire’s 

term ending) a Francophone West African state; and also that a North African state would succeed Equatorial 

Guinea, which is in Central Africa; however, these are not binding rules.310 

Asia and the Pacific 

The Asia and the Pacific group has two non-permanent seats on the SC.311 These seats are currently held by 

Indonesia and Kuwait. Indonesia’s term ends in 2020.312 One seat, to replace the departing Kuwait, will be elected in 

2019.313 Vietnam is running for the seat in 2019.314  

Group of Latin American and Caribbean States 

The Group of Latin American and Caribbean States (GRULAC) has two non-permanent seats on the SC.315 The 

seats are currently held by Peru and the Dominican Republic.316 One seat for the GRULAC will be up for election as 

Peru’s term is ending in 2019.317 The Dominican Republic’s term is ending in 2020.318 Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines is running for a seat in 2019 and has never served on the SC.319 El Salvador is also running for a seat in 

2019.320 

Since 2008, following a prolonged 48-round contest between Guatemala and Venezuela in 2006 that ended with 

Panama volunteering to serve as a compromise, GRULAC has traditionally presented only a single candidate for 

election.321 

Eastern European Group 

The Eastern European Group (EEG), also known as the Countries with Economies in Transition (CEIT), has one 

non-permanent seat on the SC.322 The seat is currently held by Poland, and as Poland’s term comes to an end, the 

seat will be vacated for the 2019 elections.323 Estonia, Romania, Georgia, and Latvia are running for a seat in 

2019.324  
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The Western European and Others Group 

The Western European and Others Group (WEOG) has two non-permanent seats on the SC.325 The seats are 

currently held by Belgium and Germany.326 No seats are up for election in 2019. Belgium and Germany’s terms end 

in 2020.327 

Questions to Consider 

 What are the platforms of the candidate countries for the 2020 Security Council Elections? 

 How can the GA prevent deadlock during this election?  

 Should the SC be reformed? Should the role of the elected non-permanent members be increased to better 

represent the UN as a whole?  

 Which countries will your delegation likely support during these elections?  
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